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On 20 June 1998 Peter Temple-Morris, Conservative MP for Leominster, crossed
the floor to join his rivals on the Labour party benches. What drove a seasoned
Conservative politician – one of the so-called ‘Cambridge Mafia’, with 24 years’
experience as a Conservative MP – to change his allegiance so radically? In this
memoir of a long and varied political career, Temple-Morris answers this
question, unveiling the slow, gradual process of disillusionment with the
Conservative party, especially under Margaret Thatcher, and the growing appeal
of the New Labour movement under Tony Blair. As well as providing an
important overview of British domestic politics in the second half of the
twentieth century, Temple-Morris also explains his crucial role in Irish politics,
especially in the peace process talks which led to the Good Friday Agreement of
1998.
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Editorial Review

Review
'A frank and very personal account of a political defection. A fascinating procession of politicians move
across the pages. Overseas there is a particularly strong account of Iran under and after the Shah. A very
good read - just a pity we Tories let him get away.' - Norman (Lord) Fowler : 'Across the Floor is the well-
written memoir of a committed one nation politician who has been both a Tory and then a Labour MP and
Peer. His fascinating account of his defection from Conservative to Labour is required reading for anyone
thinking of crossing the floor. A convinced internationalist he paints colourful pen portraits of key figures in
the Irish Peace process, gives a dramatic personal account of the Iranian Revolution, and describes how he
hosted Gorbachev's crucial visit to Britain in 1984. I highly recommend this book.' - Giles (Lord) Radice :
'Peter Temple-Morris has produced a brilliant political memoir, which is insightful, informative and
eminently readable. Peter's career is significant not just in British politics, but also in Ireland. He was a key
player in the work to deliver a lasting peace in Northern Ireland. This book gives a gripping account of the
huge effort of democratic politicians of every persuasion in Ireland and Britain to consign the violence that
inflicted so much misery on Northern Ireland to the dustbin of history. Peter was an insider in the Irish peace
process and he played an honourable and brave role in ensuring the triumph of constitutional politics over
violence. Anyone with an interest in the work of reconciliation, peace-building and conflict resolution should
read this book.' - Bertie Ahern, Irish Prime Minister 1997-2008. : 'A candid, thoughtful reflection of his own
personal journey set against a backdrop of major world events and players. His principled and brave decision
to join Labour, his tireless commitment to achieving peace for the people of Northern Ireland, and his
genuinely internationalist outlook make this is a thoroughly engaging and absorbing memoir.' - Tony Blair,
British Prime Minister 1997-2007

About the Author
Lord (Peter) Temple-Morris is a Labour peer. He was elected as the Conservative MP for Leominster in
1974 and sat as a Conservative MP until 1998 when he crossed the floor to the Labour benches. He remained
an MP until 2001.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gale Kizer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Across the Floor: A Life in
Dissenting Politics? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Ronda Tollison:

This Across the Floor: A Life in Dissenting Politics are generally reliable for you who want to be described
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as a successful person, why. The reason of this Across the Floor: A Life in Dissenting Politics can be one of
many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Across the Floor: A Life in Dissenting Politics giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Joshua Yoshida:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Across the Floor: A Life in Dissenting Politics was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

George Hyler:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Across the Floor: A Life in Dissenting Politics when you required it?
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