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Encyclopedia of American Indian Contributions to the World is a unique A-to-Z
reference to the vast offerings made by American Indians throughout history.
More than 450 entries provide a panorama of little-known information about the
rich inventiveness of indigenous peoples of North, Central, and South America.
To be included in the book, the item must have originated in one of those three
regions, have been used by Indian people, and have been adopted in some way by
other cultures. While many of those contributions can clearly be shown to have
been first invented or used by Indians, some entries cover inventions that were
made independently by others as well. In these cases, the unique features of the
American Indian science or technology are covered and compared to the other
version of the item or process. Entries include: Trousers (25,000 B.C.);
Agriculture (8000-7000 B.C.); Adobe (3000 B.C.); Tax system (2000 B.C.);
Urban planning (1700 B.C.); Geometry (1200 B.C.); Scalpels (1000 B.C.); Sports
helmets (300 B.C.); Electricity (200 B.C.-A.D. 600); Zoned biodiversity (A.D.
595); Cigars (A.D. 1000); Aroma therapy (A.D. 1100-1519); Hydraulics (A.D.
1300); Thanksgiving (A.D. 1621); Appaloosa horse breed (A.D. 1710); Diabetes
medication (A.D. 1928).
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
More than 450 inventions and innovations that can be traced to indigenous peoples of North, Middle, and
South America are described in this wonderful encyclopedia. Criteria for selection are that the item or
concept must have originated in the Americas, it must have been used by the indigenous people, and it must
have been adopted in some way by other cultures. Some of the innovations may have been independently
developed in other parts of the world (geometry, for example, was developed in ancient China, Greece, and
the Middle East as well as in the Americas) but still fit all three criteria. The period of time covered is 25,000
B.C. to the twentieth century. Among the entries are Adobe, Agriculture, Appaloosa horse breed, Chocolate,
Cigars, Diabetes medication, Freeze-drying, Hydraulics, Trousers, Urban planning, and Zoned biodiversity.
Readers will find much of the content revealing. The authors note that the Moche "invented the
electrochemical production of electricity" although they used it only for electroplating, a process they
developed "more than a thousand years" before the Europeans, who generally get the credit. The Aztec
medical system was far more comprehensive than anything available in Europe at the time of contact.

The entries are in alphabetical order. Most are anywhere from one paragraph to a column in length, though
some (Stonemasonry techniques, Pharmacology, Road systems ) cover a page or more. Each entry includes
the date and area of origination and has a short bibliography of secondary resources at the end. The cross-
references appear in capital letters within an entry or as see also references at the end. The introduction has
cross-references in it as well. Some of the entries include black-and-white illustrations or photographs. The
only critical item missing from most entries is a pronunciation guide.

The end matter includes two appendixes: "Tribes Organized by Culture Area" and a selection of maps. These
are followed by a glossary (of mostly medical terms used in many entries but again with no pronunciation
guides), a chronology, and a bibliography (with a few Internet sites). There are several indexes: "Entries by
Tribe, Group, or Linguistic Group"; "Entries by Geographical Culture Area"; a subject index; and a general
index.

This is a well-written book with fascinating information and wonderful pictures. It should be in every public,
school, and academic library for its depth of research and amazing wealth of knowledge. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cathy Spearman:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Encyclopedia of
American Indian Contributions to the World: 15,000 Years of Inventions and Innovations (Facts on File
Library of American History) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
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than just a book.

David Creason:

Encyclopedia of American Indian Contributions to the World: 15,000 Years of Inventions and Innovations
(Facts on File Library of American History) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Encyclopedia of American
Indian Contributions to the World: 15,000 Years of Inventions and Innovations (Facts on File Library of
American History) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Samuel Potter:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Encyclopedia of American Indian Contributions
to the World: 15,000 Years of Inventions and Innovations (Facts on File Library of American History) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Encyclopedia of American Indian
Contributions to the World: 15,000 Years of Inventions and Innovations (Facts on File Library of American
History) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading that will.

Margaret Holt:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Encyclopedia of American Indian Contributions to the World: 15,000 Years of
Inventions and Innovations (Facts on File Library of American History) when you essential it?
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