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From D.W. Griffith's The Birth of a Nation to Spike Lee's Malcolm X, Ed
Guerrero argues, the commercial film industry reflects white domination of
American society. Written with the energy and conviction generated by the new
black film wave, Framing Blackness traces an ongoing epic—African Americans
protesting screen images of blacks as criminals, servants, comics, athletes, and
sidekicks.

These images persist despite blacks' irrepressible demands for emancipated
images and a role in the industry. Although starkly racist portrayals of blacks in
early films have gradually been replaced by more appealing characterizations, the
legacy of the plantation genre lives on in Blaxpoitation films, the fantastic
racialized imagery in science fiction and horror films, and the resubordination of
blacks in Reagan-era films. Probing the contradictions of such images, Guerrero
recalls the controversies surrounding role choices by stars like Sidney Poitier,
Eddie Murphy, Whoopie Goldberg, and Richard Pryor.

Throughout his study, Guerrero is attentive to the ways African Americans resist
Hollywood's one-dimensional images and superficial selling of black culture as
the latest fad. Organizing political demonstrations and boycotts, writing, and
creating their own film images are among the forms of active resistance
documented.

The final chapter awakens readers to the artistic and commercial breakthrough of
black independent filmmakers who are using movies to channel their rage at
social injustice. Guerrero points out their diverse approaches to depicting African
American life and hails innovative tactics for financing their work. Framing
Blackness is the most up-to-date critical study of how African Americans are
acquiring power once the province of Hollywood alone: the power of framing
blackness.

In the series Culture and the Moving Image, edited by Robert Sklar.
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From D.W. Griffith's The Birth of a Nation to Spike Lee's Malcolm X, Ed Guerrero argues, the commercial
film industry reflects white domination of American society. Written with the energy and conviction
generated by the new black film wave, Framing Blackness traces an ongoing epic—African Americans
protesting screen images of blacks as criminals, servants, comics, athletes, and sidekicks.

These images persist despite blacks' irrepressible demands for emancipated images and a role in the industry.
Although starkly racist portrayals of blacks in early films have gradually been replaced by more appealing
characterizations, the legacy of the plantation genre lives on in Blaxpoitation films, the fantastic racialized
imagery in science fiction and horror films, and the resubordination of blacks in Reagan-era films. Probing
the contradictions of such images, Guerrero recalls the controversies surrounding role choices by stars like
Sidney Poitier, Eddie Murphy, Whoopie Goldberg, and Richard Pryor.

Throughout his study, Guerrero is attentive to the ways African Americans resist Hollywood's one-
dimensional images and superficial selling of black culture as the latest fad. Organizing political
demonstrations and boycotts, writing, and creating their own film images are among the forms of active
resistance documented.

The final chapter awakens readers to the artistic and commercial breakthrough of black independent
filmmakers who are using movies to channel their rage at social injustice. Guerrero points out their diverse
approaches to depicting African American life and hails innovative tactics for financing their work. Framing
Blackness is the most up-to-date critical study of how African Americans are acquiring power once the
province of Hollywood alone: the power of framing blackness.

In the series Culture and the Moving Image, edited by Robert Sklar.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Johnson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Framing Blackness: The
African American Image in Film (Culture And The Moving Image)? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Thomas Barreto:

This Framing Blackness: The African American Image in Film (Culture And The Moving Image) usually are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Framing
Blackness: The African American Image in Film (Culture And The Moving Image) can be one of several
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually
with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Framing
Blackness: The African American Image in Film (Culture And The Moving Image) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Geraldine Louis:

The reserve untitled Framing Blackness: The African American Image in Film (Culture And The Moving
Image) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Framing Blackness: The African American
Image in Film (Culture And The Moving Image) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jesus Gates:

Framing Blackness: The African American Image in Film (Culture And The Moving Image) can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
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delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement
in writing Framing Blackness: The African American Image in Film (Culture And The Moving Image)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial thinking.
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