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For most people, film adaptation of literature can be summed up in one sentence:
"The movie wasn't as good as the book." This volume undertakes to show the
reader that not only is this evaluation not always true but sometimes it is
intrinsically unfair. Movies based on literary works, while often billed as
adaptations, are more correctly termed translations. A director and his actors
translate the story from the written page into a visual presentation. Depending on
the form of the original text and the chosen method of translation, certain
inherent difficulties and pitfalls are associated with this change of medium. So
often our reception of a book-based movie has more to do with our expectations
and reading of the literature than with the job that the movie production did or
did not do. Avoiding these biases and fairly evaluating any particular literary-
based film takes an awareness of certain factors. Written with a formalistic rather
than historical approach, this work presents a comprehensive guide to literature-
based films, establishing a contextual and theoretical basis to help the reader
understand the relationships between such movies and the original texts as well
as the reader's own individual responses to these productions. To this end, it
focuses on recognizing and appreciating the inherent difficulties encountered
when basing a film on a literary work, be it a novel, novella, play or short story.
Individual chapters deal with the specific issues and difficulties raised by each of
these genres, providing an overview backed up by case studies of specific film
translations. Films and literary works receiving this treatment include The
Unbearable Lightness of Being, The Manchurian Candidate (1962), Lady
Windemere's Fan by Oscar Wilde and Shakespeare's Henry V. Interspersed
throughout the text are suggestions for activities the film student or buff can use
to enhance his or her appreciation and understanding of the films.
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For most people, film adaptation of literature can be summed up in one sentence: "The movie wasn't as good
as the book." This volume undertakes to show the reader that not only is this evaluation not always true but
sometimes it is intrinsically unfair. Movies based on literary works, while often billed as adaptations, are
more correctly termed translations. A director and his actors translate the story from the written page into a
visual presentation. Depending on the form of the original text and the chosen method of translation, certain
inherent difficulties and pitfalls are associated with this change of medium. So often our reception of a book-
based movie has more to do with our expectations and reading of the literature than with the job that the
movie production did or did not do. Avoiding these biases and fairly evaluating any particular literary-based
film takes an awareness of certain factors. Written with a formalistic rather than historical approach, this
work presents a comprehensive guide to literature-based films, establishing a contextual and theoretical basis
to help the reader understand the relationships between such movies and the original texts as well as the
reader's own individual responses to these productions. To this end, it focuses on recognizing and
appreciating the inherent difficulties encountered when basing a film on a literary work, be it a novel,
novella, play or short story. Individual chapters deal with the specific issues and difficulties raised by each of
these genres, providing an overview backed up by case studies of specific film translations. Films and
literary works receiving this treatment include The Unbearable Lightness of Being, The Manchurian
Candidate (1962), Lady Windemere's Fan by Oscar Wilde and Shakespeare's Henry V. Interspersed
throughout the text are suggestions for activities the film student or buff can use to enhance his or her
appreciation and understanding of the films.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Linda Costanzo Cahir is an assistant professor at Kean University and a contributing editor to Literature/Film
Quarterly. Her publications include numerous articles and the book Society and Solitude in the Works of
Herman Melville and Edith Wharton.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Moore:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book Literature into Film: Theory And Practical
Approaches ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Literature into Film: Theory And Practical
Approaches is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with
the book Literature into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches. You never sense lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Jaime Worm:

The publication untitled Literature into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Literature into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Gavin Wilkins:

The book untitled Literature into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice read.

PDF File: Literature Into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches 3



Read and Download Ebook Literature Into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches PDF Public Ebook Library

Ella McCoy:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Literature into Film: Theory And Practical
Approaches is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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