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Now in paperback, Madame Chiang Kai-shek is the first biography of one of
history’s most intriguing and controversial political figures. Beautiful, brilliant,
and captivating, Madame Chiang Kai-shek seized unprecedented power during
China’s long and violent civil war. She passionately argued against Chinese
Communism in the international arena and influenced decades of Sino-American
relations and modern Chinese history. Raised in one of China’s most powerful
families and educated at Wellesley College, Soong Mayling went on to become
wife, chief adviser, interpreter, and propagandist to Nationalist leader
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. She sparred with international leaders like
Churchill and Roosevelt, and impressed Westerners and Chinese alike with her
acumen, charm, and glamour. But she was also decried as a manipulative
“Dragon Lady,” and despised for living in American-style splendor while
Chinese citizens suffered under her husband’s brutal oppression. The result of
years of extensive research in the United States and abroad, and written with
access to previously classified CIA and diplomatic files, Madame Chiang Kai-
shek objectively evaluates one of the most powerful and fascinating women of
the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
To admirers, the wife of the Nationalist dictator of China and later Taiwan was a symbol of resistance to
Communist tyranny; to detractors, she was a crafty "Dragon Lady" or a quisling of American imperialism. In
this absorbing biography, Li, a former Taiwan correspondent for the Financial Times, manages a balanced
portrait that situates Madame Chiang in an uneasy borderland between East and West. In her charm
offensives to the United States seeking military aid during WWII, the author writes, the glamorous,
Wellesley-educated Madame Chiang embodied a modern, Westernizing China that made her "a perfect focus
for America's rescue complex." But Li also finds her "quintessentially Chinese" in her submissiveness to her
husband's authority and "loyalty to clan and personality over principle." Amply conveying her subject's
charisma without falling under its spell, Li diagnoses Madame Chiang as a classic "narcissistic personality"
and critiques her complicity in the Nationalist regime's brutality and corruption and her lavish lifestyle,
which alienated China's impoverished masses. Li is barely adequate at sketching the 105 years of Chinese
history Chiang's life spanned, but she offers a well-researched, fluently written assessment of the life and
impact of one of the 20th century's iconic figures. Photos, map. (Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Petite, elegant, and mighty, Madame Chiang Kai-shek lived to be 105, but when she died
in 2003, many Americans had no idea of how powerful a woman she was or of how much she suffered.
First-time biographer Li is the first to tell Madame Chiang's dramatic life story. Mayling Soong was one of
three sisters in an ambitious Christian Chinese family who altered the course of Chinese history. Educated in
the U.S and fiercely intelligent, Mayling married Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and became his interpreter
and advisor. Besieged by the invading Japanese and embroiled in a horrific civil war with the Communists,
Chiang Kai-shek depended on his glamorous, eloquent wife to petition the Allied leaders for aid. In 1943,
Madame Chiang galvanized America as she became the first Asian and only the second woman to address
the U.S. Congress. Sensational and indomitable, she infuriated Churchill; put Franklin Roosevelt on his
guard; disappointed Eleanor Roosevelt with her narcissism, grandiosity, and insensitivity; and, Li theorizes,
helped jump-start Washington's anti-Communist witch hunts. With access to newly opened files, fluent
insights into China's convulsive transformation, and a phenomenal gift for elucidating intricate politics and
complicated psyches, Li brilliantly analyzes a fearless and profoundly conflicted woman of extraordinary
force. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"She can talk beautifully about democracy. But she does not know how to live democracy."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Manuel Rodriguez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
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a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Madame
Chiang Kai-shek: China's Eternal First Lady? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Marcos Gorman:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for people. The book Madame Chiang Kai-shek: China's Eternal First
Lady has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The publication Madame Chiang Kai-shek: China's Eternal First Lady is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book
Madame Chiang Kai-shek: China's Eternal First Lady. You never sense lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Jaclyn Utecht:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Madame Chiang
Kai-shek: China's Eternal First Lady.

Judy Williams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Madame Chiang Kai-shek: China's Eternal
First Lady book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Madame Chiang Kai-shek:
China's Eternal First Lady as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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