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Archaeology seems to have become an active partner in the attempt to prove the
historical truth of the Bible. Biblical archaeologists have gone to the field in
search of Noah's ark or the walls of Jericho, as if the finding of these artifacts
would make the events of scripture somehow more true or real.

Thomas Thompson is one of the most vocal contemporary critics of biblical
archaeology. His simple but powerful thesis is that archaeology cannot be used in
the service of the Bible. Focusing on the patriarchal narratives-the stories of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob-he demonstrates that archaeological research simply
cannot historically substantiate these stories.

Going further, Thompson says that archaeological materials should never be
dated or evaluated on the basis of written texts. Looking to the patriarchal
narratives in Genesis, he concludes that these stories are neither historical nor
were they intended to be historical. Instead, these narratives are written as
expressions of Israel's relationship to God.

Thomas L. Thompson is Professor of Old Testament, University of Copenhagen.
His books include The Mythic Past and The Early History of the Israelite People.
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Archaeology seems to have become an active partner in the attempt to prove the historical truth of the Bible.
Biblical archaeologists have gone to the field in search of Noah's ark or the walls of Jericho, as if the finding
of these artifacts would make the events of scripture somehow more true or real.

Thomas Thompson is one of the most vocal contemporary critics of biblical archaeology. His simple but
powerful thesis is that archaeology cannot be used in the service of the Bible. Focusing on the patriarchal
narratives-the stories of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob-he demonstrates that archaeological research simply
cannot historically substantiate these stories.

Going further, Thompson says that archaeological materials should never be dated or evaluated on the basis
of written texts. Looking to the patriarchal narratives in Genesis, he concludes that these stories are neither
historical nor were they intended to be historical. Instead, these narratives are written as expressions of
Israel's relationship to God.

Thomas L. Thompson is Professor of Old Testament, University of Copenhagen.
His books include The Mythic Past and The Early History of the Israelite People.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is now a classic and belongs in the library of all serious biblical scholars. In the context of the
recent battles in biblical archaeology it is worth a new reading, especially by those of the new generation,
which only knows the work by reputation and may be surprised by how cautious and reserved it now seems.
It is a work that changed the course of historical research on the subject of ancient Israel, and for this reason
its author deserves a special place of honor in the history of the discipline of biblical studies."—John Van
Seeters, Review of Biblical Literature, March 2003. (John Van Seeters)

"This book is now a classic and belongs in the library of all serious biblical scholars. In the context of the
recent battles in biblical archaeology it is worth a new reading, especially by those of the new generation,
which only knows the work by reputation and may be surprised by how cautious and reserved it now seems.
It is a work that changed the course of historical research on the subject of ancient Israel, and for this reason
its author deserves a special place of honor in the history of the discipline of biblical studies."—John Van
Seeters, Review of Biblical Literature, March 2003. (Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author
Thomas L. Thompson is Professor of Old Testament at the University of Copenhagen.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carl White:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the
Historical Abraham. Try to face the book The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the
Historical Abraham as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Patrick Allen:

The book The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading through a book The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham
being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Historicity of
the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?
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Dwight Richardson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Historicity of the Patriarchal
Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The
Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham as good book not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Cynthia Barksdale:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for your requirements is The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the Historical Abraham
this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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