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The history of Trinidad begins with a delusion: the belief that somewhere nearby
on the South American mainland lay El Dorado, the mythical kingdom of gold.
In this extraordinary and often gripping book, V. S. Naipaul–himself a native of
Trinidad–shows how that delusion drew a small island into the vortex of world
events, making it the object of Spanish and English colonial designs and a mecca
for treasure-seekers, slave-traders, and revolutionaries.

Amid massacres and poisonings, plunder and multinational intrigue, two themes
emerge: the grinding down of the Aborigines during the long rivalries of the El
Dorado quest and, two hundred years later, the man-made horror of slavery. An
accumulation of casual, awful detail takes us as close as we can get to day-to-day
life in the slave colony, where, in spite of various titles of nobility, only an
opportunistic, near-lawless community exists, always fearful of slave suicide or
poison, of African sorcery and revolt. Naipaul tells this labyrinthine story with
assurance, withering irony, and lively sympathy. The result is historical writing at
its highest level.
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The history of Trinidad begins with a delusion: the belief that somewhere nearby on the South American
mainland lay El Dorado, the mythical kingdom of gold. In this extraordinary and often gripping book, V. S.
Naipaul–himself a native of Trinidad–shows how that delusion drew a small island into the vortex of world
events, making it the object of Spanish and English colonial designs and a mecca for treasure-seekers, slave-
traders, and revolutionaries.

Amid massacres and poisonings, plunder and multinational intrigue, two themes emerge: the grinding down
of the Aborigines during the long rivalries of the El Dorado quest and, two hundred years later, the man-
made horror of slavery. An accumulation of casual, awful detail takes us as close as we can get to day-to-day
life in the slave colony, where, in spite of various titles of nobility, only an opportunistic, near-lawless
community exists, always fearful of slave suicide or poison, of African sorcery and revolt. Naipaul tells this
labyrinthine story with assurance, withering irony, and lively sympathy. The result is historical writing at its
highest level.
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Editorial Review

Review
“History as literature, meticulously researched and masterfully written.” –The New York Times Book Review

“A formidable achievement. . . . No historian has attempted to weave together in so subtle a manner the
threads of the most complex and turbulent period of Caribbean history.” –The Times Literary Supplement

“Brilliant. . . . Startling.” –New Statesman

“A remarkable book. . . . Intelligent, humane, brilliantly written.” –Book World

From the Inside Flap
The history of Trinidad begins with a delusion: the belief that somewhere nearby on the South American
mainland lay El Dorado, the mythical kingdom of gold. In this extraordinary and often gripping book, V. S.
Naipaul-himself a native of Trinidad-shows how that delusion drew a small island into the vortex of world
events, making it the object of Spanish and English colonial designs and a mecca for treasure-seekers, slave-
traders, and revolutionaries.
Amid massacres and poisonings, plunder and multinational intrigue, two themes emerge: the grinding down
of the Aborigines during the long rivalries of the El Dorado quest and, two hundred years later, the man-
made horror of slavery. An accumulation of casual, awful detail takes us as close as we can get to day-to-day
life in the slave colony, where, in spite of various titles of nobility, only an opportunistic, near-lawless
community exists, always fearful of slave suicide or poison, of African sorcery and revolt. Naipaul tells this
labyrinthine story with assurance, withering irony, and lively sympathy. The result is historical writing at its
highest level.

From the Back Cover
“History as literature, meticulously researched and masterfully written.” –The New York Times Book Review

“A formidable achievement. . . . No historian has attempted to weave together in so subtle a manner the
threads of the most complex and turbulent period of Caribbean history.” –The Times Literary Supplement

“Brilliant. . . . Startling.” –New Statesman

“A remarkable book. . . . Intelligent, humane, brilliantly written.” –Book World

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Loss of El
Dorado: A Colonial History suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual
book untitled The Loss of El Dorado: A Colonial Historyis one of several books this everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people
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can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Patricia Rhee:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is The Loss of El Dorado: A Colonial History.

Shirley Henderson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Loss of El Dorado: A Colonial
History, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Marcia Ogburn:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Loss of El Dorado: A Colonial History was bright
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Loss of El Dorado: A Colonial
History has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself
and try to like reading in which.
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