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The world's foremost expert on the English language takes us on an entertaining
and eye-opening tour of the history of our vernacular through the ages.

In The Story of English in 100 Words, an entertaining history of the world's most
ubiquitous language, David Crystal draws on one hundred words that best
illustrate the huge variety of sources, influences and events that have helped to
shape our vernacular since the first definitively English word?‘roe'?was written
down on the femur of a roe deer in the fifth century. Featuring ancient words
(‘loaf'), cutting edge terms that relfect our world (‘twittersphere'), indispensible
words that shape our tongue (‘and', ‘what'), fanciful words (‘fopdoodle') and even
obscene expressions (the "c word"...), David Crystal takes readers on a tour of the
winding byways of our language via the rude, the obscure and the downright
surprising.
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The world's foremost expert on the English language takes us on an entertaining and eye-opening tour of the
history of our vernacular through the ages.

In The Story of English in 100 Words, an entertaining history of the world's most ubiquitous language, David
Crystal draws on one hundred words that best illustrate the huge variety of sources, influences and events
that have helped to shape our vernacular since the first definitively English word?‘roe'?was written down on
the femur of a roe deer in the fifth century. Featuring ancient words (‘loaf'), cutting edge terms that relfect
our world (‘twittersphere'), indispensible words that shape our tongue (‘and', ‘what'), fanciful words
(‘fopdoodle') and even obscene expressions (the "c word"...), David Crystal takes readers on a tour of the
winding byways of our language via the rude, the obscure and the downright surprising.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The best word book to come down the pike in many a moon. There are "Eureka!" moments in every
chapter. An ingenious idea, and only David Crystal could have pulled it off. He's a marvel (but then we knew
that already).” ?Patricia T. O’Conner and Stewart Kellerman, authors of Origins of the Specious: Myths and
Misconceptions of the English Language, and bloggers at Grammarphobia.com

About the Author

DAVID CRYSTAL, is Honorary Professor of Linguistics at the University of Wales, Bangor. In 1995, he
was awarded the Order of the British Empire for services to the English language. He lives in the United
Kingdom.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ida Vanwormer:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Story of English in 100 Words will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Wendell Darnell:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Story of English in 100 Words why because the excellent cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Peggy Gillman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. The Story of English in 100 Words can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who
have those short spare time problems.
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Crystal Thomas:

This The Story of English in 100 Words is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having bit of digest in reading this The Story of English in 100 Words can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that
in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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