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Editorial Review

Review
"Toxic Archipelago would make an excellent addition to any course on environmental issues in Asia. . . .
carefully researched, thoughtfully rendered accounts of industrial disease in Japan make clear that . . .
modern technology has . . . tightened the binds between us and the world we inhabit."?Darrin Magee,
Journal of Environmental Studies and Science, Vol. 1 (2011)

"Walker's is an unorthodox approach to academic scholarship. It mixes academic rigor with personal
anecdotes and experiences. It is historically grounded, soundly documented scholarship. It is fascinating, but
at times sickly so."?Miranda A. Schreurs, Journal of Japanese Studies, 38:1, 2012

"An uncomfortable, but nonetheless compelling, read. Although the author tells it as he sees it, the book is
well-written and offers a reasoned and persuasive argument . . . that certainly delivers strong messages. . . .
the originality and depth of the research clearly merit a cover-to-cover exploration."?Catherine Mills, Social
History of Medicine, August 2011

"Toxic Archipelago would make an excellent addition to any course on environmental issues in Asia.
Walker's carefully researched, thoughtfully rendered accounts of industrial disease in Japan make clear that,
far from liberating us from nature, modern technology has instead tightened the binds between us and the
world we inhabit."?D. Magee, Journal of Environmental Studies, June 2011

"In Toxic Archipelago, Brett Walker breaks new ground with his environmental history of an industrializing
Japan over the last two centuries. Building on the literatures of disease and the body, he examines the co-
evolution of the institutions of Japanese culture and the biology of the Japanese environment. The link
between culture and environment is not simply the body, but the human body in physical and social pain.
Walker forces the reader to engage with large-scale transformations of landscape and toxic pollution over
time through the prism of suffering and grief with a number of finely drawn personal stories. This nuanced
and beautifully written exploration of the meaning of nature and culture in Japan displays the ramifications
of the hybrid environments that have evolved and poses powerful questions for people of all cultures and
nations."?George Perkins Marsh Prize Committee, ASEH

"Historian Walker effectively links, perhaps for the first time anywhere, the historical processes of the
economic, social, and land-use policies involved in modernizing and globalizing Japan with the pain and
suffering of its environment and people…. Never has a book so clearly illustrated the aphorisms 'all politics
are local,' 'the personal is the political,' and 'we are what we eat.' This discussion of the evolution of
environmentalism in Japan will reflect new light on the understanding of environmental history.
Essential."?Choice

"Walker is a superb historian and analyst, as his body of work, considerable for a relatively young scholar,
manifests…. Unlike his editor, William Cronon, Brett Walker has immersed himself in a culture whose
epistemology features no conceptual space for wilderness as a place where humans are not. His convincing,
compelling 'from the genes up' portrait is of a living environment akin to being in Tokyo rush hour,
24/7."?H-Net

"Walker focuses on the complex causations of environmental crises, documenting how cultural practices,
social institutions, and biochemical pathways have intertwined with the toxic byproducts of modern industry
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to produce devastating pollution incidents. . . . This is a thoroughly compelling and important volume that
will have a substantial impact on the study of modern Japan and our understanding of the environmental
history of the modern world."?American Historical Review

Review
"This is a fascinating, original, and persuasive book that makes several important contributions to the field of
environmental history. With this work Walker further solidifies his position as the leading environmental
historian of Japan writing in English."?Timothy George, author of Minamata: Pollution and the Struggle for
Democracy in Postwar Japan

"In this powerful, disturbing new book, Brett Walker turns his attention to the environmental consequences
of industrialization in Japan over the past two centuries, focusing especially on toxic pollution and the human
suffering it has caused. Toxic Archipelago is a major contribution not just to Japanese environmental history
but to the history of industrial pollution worldwide."?William Cronon, University of Wisconsin?Madison

"Brett Walker has written an exemplary history of chemicals, pain, and ecological simplification in Japan. In
beautifully clear language, Toxic Archipelago explores what Walker calls the 'hybrid causations' of industrial
toxicity, helping us understand how toxic substances pervaded Japan's human and non?human communities.
Above all, Walker keeps us from turning our faces away from the pain at the heart of his histories. This is an
illuminating, compelling, and haunting study."?Nancy Langston, author of Toxic Bodies: Hormone
Disruptors and the Legacy of DES

"'Ecology is history,' writes Brett Walker. Toxic Archipelago is a history of unexpected relationships and
unintended consequences. It is a passionate reflection on the ecology of suffering and sacrifice and a
provocative account of biological and social pain situated deep within the bodies and landscapes that have
given rise to a modern industrialized Japan."?Gregg Mitman, author of Breathing Space: How Allergies
Shape our Lives and Landscapes

About the Author
Brett L. Walker is Regents' Professor and department chair of history and philosophy at Montana State
University, Bozeman. He is author of The Conquest of Ainu Lands: Ecology and Culture in Japanese
Expansion, 1590-1800 and The Lost Wolves of Japan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Toxic archipelago: a history of industrial disease in
Japan (Weyerhauser environmental books.). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important the book Toxic archipelago: a history of industrial disease in Japan
(Weyerhauser environmental books.). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's examine.
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Arlene Oliver:

Here thing why this kind of Toxic archipelago: a history of industrial disease in Japan (Weyerhauser
environmental books.) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really
depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Toxic archipelago: a
history of industrial disease in Japan (Weyerhauser environmental books.) giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Toxic archipelago: a
history of industrial disease in Japan (Weyerhauser environmental books.). It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Toxic archipelago: a history of industrial disease in Japan (Weyerhauser environmental books.) in e-book
can be your substitute.

Ethelyn Allen:

This Toxic archipelago: a history of industrial disease in Japan (Weyerhauser environmental books.) is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Toxic archipelago: a history of industrial disease in Japan
(Weyerhauser environmental books.) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt this?

Joan Beverly:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Toxic archipelago: a history of industrial
disease in Japan (Weyerhauser environmental books.) can give you a lot of friends because by you checking
out this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate?
We need to have Toxic archipelago: a history of industrial disease in Japan (Weyerhauser environmental
books.).
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