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Visual Time offers a rare consideration of the idea of time in art history. Non-
Western art histories currently have an unprecedented prominence in the
discipline. To what extent are their artistic narratives commensurate with those
told about Western art? Does time run at the same speed in all places? Keith
Moxey argues that the discipline of art history has been too attached to
interpreting works of art based on a teleological categorization—demonstrating
how each work influences the next as part of a linear sequence—which he sees as
tied to Western notions of modernity. In contrast, he emphasizes how the
experience of viewing art creates its own aesthetic time, where the viewer is
entranced by the work itself rather than what it represents about the historical
moment when it was created. Moxey discusses the art, and writing about the art,
of modern and contemporary artists, such as Gerard Sekoto, Thomas Demand,
Hiroshi Sugimoto, and Cindy Sherman, as well as the sixteenth-century figures
Pieter Bruegel the Elder, Albrecht Dürer, Matthias Grünewald, and Hans
Holbein. In the process, he addresses the phenomenological turn in the study of
the image, its application to the understanding of particular artists, the ways
verisimilitude eludes time in both the past and the present, and the role of time in
nationalist accounts of the past.
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Visual Time offers a rare consideration of the idea of time in art history. Non-Western art histories currently
have an unprecedented prominence in the discipline. To what extent are their artistic narratives
commensurate with those told about Western art? Does time run at the same speed in all places? Keith
Moxey argues that the discipline of art history has been too attached to interpreting works of art based on a
teleological categorization—demonstrating how each work influences the next as part of a linear
sequence—which he sees as tied to Western notions of modernity. In contrast, he emphasizes how the
experience of viewing art creates its own aesthetic time, where the viewer is entranced by the work itself
rather than what it represents about the historical moment when it was created. Moxey discusses the art, and
writing about the art, of modern and contemporary artists, such as Gerard Sekoto, Thomas Demand, Hiroshi
Sugimoto, and Cindy Sherman, as well as the sixteenth-century figures Pieter Bruegel the Elder, Albrecht
Dürer, Matthias Grünewald, and Hans Holbein. In the process, he addresses the phenomenological turn in the
study of the image, its application to the understanding of particular artists, the ways verisimilitude eludes
time in both the past and the present, and the role of time in nationalist accounts of the past.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The time is out of joint for art history and image studies more generally. Keith Moxey's Visual Time makes
this traditional curse into a blessing for scholars who want to rethink the nature of historical temporality and
free it from the monotony of homogeneous empty time. Moxey shows that history (and no doubt memory as
well) are deeply anachronistic in structure, and that images and works of art play a central role in revealing
the multiple, disjunctive temporalities we inhabit, not only as art historians, but as subjects of human
experience. Moxey's book will be required reading for anyone interested in thinking about images of and in
time."
(W. J. T. Mitchell, author of Seeing Through Race and editor of the journal Critical Inquiry)

"This is a beautiful and thoughtful book on the fundamental meanings of time in art historical writing. Keith
Moxey is open to the radical possibility that the encounter with the artwork, as distinct from the
interpretation of that work, might not so much reveal the object's historical time as mute it, bringing the
viewer and the art into a domain of plenary experience, and an awareness of historical blindness, that are
only distantly and problematically compatible with the traditional interests of the discipline of art history."
(James Elkins, author of What Photography Is)

“Every page is graced with an erudite yet refreshingly accessible writing style—a rare feat these
days—which makes the reader feel excessively smart.  . . . If you are not afraid to come away with more
questions than you started with, this book definitely belongs within easy reach on your shelf. It is a book to
anyone interested in the philosophy of time, the nature of art, and the ever-growing contemporary discourses
of history and art history.”
(SeungJung Kim Art in America)

“Though it is a far-reaching critique of the kind of historicism that contents itself with studying the past
without regard for the present, Keith Moxey’s Visual Time: The Image in History is not an attempt to liberate
us from history. On the contrary, it is a critique of historicism in the name of history, and it never loses sight
of the urgent issues that have fueled historicism, especially in the last century.”
(Amy Knight Powell CAA Reviews)

“Due to the breadth and variety of content and theory, the book should have wide-ranging application for art
historians working in a number of geographic regions and time periods, and it should benefit those working
in theory as well as object-based scholarship. . . . Moxey’s work is another valuable foray into a rich field,
and it has the potential to reshape art historical discourse.”
(James Fishburne Comitatus)

"This book, with its sophisticated language and discussion of methodological and historiographical insights,
will be key reading for graduate students and scholars across art history and related fields. While the case
studies pertain largely to sixteenth-century northern European works, Moxey's thoughtful and provocative
consideration of issues related to time, history, periodization, style, aesthetics, and presence in the
interpretation of objects from the past will appeal to all who are grappling with these theoretical issues." 
(Joyce de Vries Sixteenth Century Journal)

 "Affect and historicism—dueling presences within any art experience—animate Keith Moxey’s superb new
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collection of essays on Northern Renaissance painting."
(Christopher P. Heuer Renaissance Quarterly)

About the Author

Keith Moxey is Barbara Novak Professor of Art History at Barnard College and Columbia University. He is
the author of many books, including The Practice of Persuasion: Paradox and Power in Art History; The
Practice of Theory: Poststructuralism, Cultural Politics, and Art History; and Peasants, Warriors, and
Wives: Popular Imagery in the Reformation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Visual Time: The
Image in History book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Paul Heisler:

The feeling that you get from Visual Time: The Image in History is a more deep you digging the information
that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Visual Time: The Image in History giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this kind of Visual Time: The Image in History instantly.

Andrew Comer:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Visual Time: The Image in History as your daily
resource information.
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Brant Castillo:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be examine. Visual Time: The Image in History can be your answer because it can be read by an individual
who have those short free time problems.
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