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In this volume William S. Anderson sets Plautus, who wrote Rome's earliest
surviving poetry, in his rightful place among the Greek and Roman writers of
what we know as New Comedy (fourth to second centuries).

Anderson begins by defining major innovations that Plautus made on inherited
Greek New Comedy (Menander, Philemon, and Diphilus), transforming it from
romantic domestic drama to a celebration of rollicking family anarchy. He shows
how Plautus diminished the traditional importance of love and replaced it with a
new major theme: 'heroic badness,' especially embodied in the rogue slave
(ancestor of the impudent servant, valet, or maid). Anderson then examines the
unique verbal texture of Plautus' drama and demonstrates his revolt against
realism, his drive to have his characters defy everyday circumstances and pit
their intrepid linguistic wit against social order, their Roman extravagant
impudence against Greek self-control. Finally, Anderson explores the special
form of metatheatre that we admire in Plautus, by which he undermines the
assumptions of his Greek models' and replaces them with a new, confident
Roman comedy.
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In this volume William S. Anderson sets Plautus, who wrote Rome's earliest surviving poetry, in his rightful
place among the Greek and Roman writers of what we know as New Comedy (fourth to second centuries).

Anderson begins by defining major innovations that Plautus made on inherited Greek New Comedy
(Menander, Philemon, and Diphilus), transforming it from romantic domestic drama to a celebration of
rollicking family anarchy. He shows how Plautus diminished the traditional importance of love and replaced
it with a new major theme: 'heroic badness,' especially embodied in the rogue slave (ancestor of the impudent
servant, valet, or maid). Anderson then examines the unique verbal texture of Plautus' drama and
demonstrates his revolt against realism, his drive to have his characters defy everyday circumstances and pit
their intrepid linguistic wit against social order, their Roman extravagant impudence against Greek self-
control. Finally, Anderson explores the special form of metatheatre that we admire in Plautus, by which he
undermines the assumptions of his Greek models' and replaces them with a new, confident Roman comedy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
William S. Anderson is Professor of Classics and Comparative Literature at the University of California,
Berkeley. Among his other books are Essays on Roman Satire and Ovidius Metamorphoses.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Barbarian
Play:Plautus' Roman Comedy (Heritage) to read.

William Holt:

Here thing why this particular Barbarian Play:Plautus' Roman Comedy (Heritage) are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Barbarian Play:Plautus' Roman Comedy (Heritage) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with
Barbarian Play:Plautus' Roman Comedy (Heritage). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Barbarian Play:Plautus' Roman Comedy
(Heritage) in e-book can be your option.

Sandra Romero:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list will be Barbarian Play:Plautus' Roman Comedy
(Heritage). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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Bryan Lewis:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called
of book Barbarian Play:Plautus' Roman Comedy (Heritage). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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