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What does it mean to love someone? What does the concept of human dignity
mean, and what are its consequences? What marks the end of a person's life? Is
personhood more than consciousness? These perplexing questions lurk beneath
the surface of everyday life, surfacing only to demand urgent attention in crises.

Renowned German philosopher Robert Spaemann addresses these and other
foundational enigmas in three eloquent short essays. Speaking wisdom to
controversy, he offers carefully considered, novel approaches to key
philosophical and theological questions about the nature of human love ("The
Paradoxes of Love"), dignity ("Human Dignity and Human Nature"), and death
("Is Brain Death the Death of a Human Person?").
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What does it mean to love someone? What does the concept of human dignity mean, and what are its
consequences? What marks the end of a person's life? Is personhood more than consciousness? These
perplexing questions lurk beneath the surface of everyday life, surfacing only to demand urgent attention in
crises.

Renowned German philosopher Robert Spaemann addresses these and other foundational enigmas in three
eloquent short essays. Speaking wisdom to controversy, he offers carefully considered, novel approaches to
key philosophical and theological questions about the nature of human love ("The Paradoxes of Love"),
dignity ("Human Dignity and Human Nature"), and death ("Is Brain Death the Death of a Human Person?").
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Editorial Review

Review

Oliver O'Donovan
-- University of Edinburgh
"These three essays by Robert Spaemann will make an excellent first encounter (it is unlikely to be the last)
for readers who do not yet know the probing and delicate thought of this distinguished German Catholic
moral philosopher, equally at home in the traditional themes of Western Christian philosophy and in the
technicalities of contemporary problems posed by technology. Two chapters that distill lines of thought from
Spaemann's major works, Happiness and Benevolence and Persons, lead to a memorably stinging critique of
brain-death criteria in transplant surgery. This is Christian thoughtfulness at its most engaging."

Holger Zaborowski
-- Catholic University of America
"Robert Spaemann is one of the leading contemporary German philosophers. In many groundbreaking works
he has thought about what it means to be a person. Persons, he argues, 'have' their nature and are free; they
are not simply their nature. This is why there is a special dignity of the person. This insight is extremely
important but often forgotten. In these timely (and very accessible) essays, Spaemann reminds us about who
a person is -- and how we can live humanly. Everyone who cares about the human person, not just the
professional philosopher, will be grateful for this book!"

Journal of Reformed Theology
“The highlights of Love and the Dignity of Human Life are numerous. . . . The prose is engaging and
dynamic. . . Spaemann’s thought is comprehensive and integrated. . . . Spaemann is judicious and careful in
his moral reasoning.”
 
Reviews in Religion & Theology
“An accessible thematic introduction to Spaemann’s rich and complex thought. . . . These essays, powerful
and evocative in demonstrating the range and complexity of Spaemann’s thought, offer a powerful
introduction to his work.”
 

About the Author

Robert Spaemann is professor emeritus of philosophy at theUniversity of Munich. His many books in
German andEnglish include Persons: The Difference between"Someone" and "Something" and
Happinessand Benevolence.,

David L. Schindler is Edouard Cardinal Gagnon Professor ofFundamental Theology at the Pontifical John
Paul II Institutefor Studies on Marriage and Family at The CatholicUniversity of America, Washington DC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Carol Welch:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Love and the Dignity
of Human Life: On Nature and Natural Law suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Love and the Dignity of Human Life: On Nature and Natural Lawis the
main one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Joann Hamilton:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the publication untitled Love and the Dignity of Human Life: On Nature and Natural Law
can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

David Dugas:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Love and the Dignity of
Human Life: On Nature and Natural Law that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Love and the Dignity of Human Life: On Nature and
Natural Law become your own starter.

Adam Youngblood:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Love and the Dignity of Human Life: On Nature and Natural Law
was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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