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Spanish Society depicts a complex and fascinating country in transition from the
late Middle Ages to modernity. It describes every part of society from the
gluttonous nobility to their starving peasants. Through anecdotes, a lively style
and portraits of figures such as St Teresa of Avila and Torquemada, the book
reflects the character and humour with which the common Spaniard endured an
often-wretched lot.

Beginning with a description of the geography, political life, and culture of Spain
from 1400 to 1600, the unfolding narrative charts the country's shifts from one
age to the next. It unveils patterns of everyday life from the court to the brothel,
from the 'haves' of the aristocracy and clergy to the 'have nots' of the peasantry
and the urban poor.

Historical records illuminate details of Spanish society such as the transition
from medieval festivities to the highly-scripted spectacles of the early modern
period, the reasons for violence and popular resistance and the patterns of daily
living: eating, dressing, religious beliefs and concepts of honour and sexuality.

This compelling account includes historical examples and literary extracts, which
allow the reader direct access to the period. From the street theatre of village
carnivals to the oppressive Spanish Inquisition, it gives an abiding sense of Spain
in the making and renders vivid the colours of a passionate history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"a valuable contribution to the social history of fifteenth- and sixteenth-century Spain" History

From the Back Cover

Spanish Society depicts a complex and fascinating country in transition from the late Middle Ages to
modernity. It describes every part of society from the gluttonous nobility to their starving peasants. Through
anecdotes, a lively style and portraits of figures such as St Teresa of Avila and Torquemada, the book
reflects the character and humour with which the common Spaniard endured an often-wretched lot.

Beginning with a description of the geography, political life, and culture of Spain from 1400 to 1600, the
unfolding narrative charts the country's shifts from one age to the next. It unveils patterns of everyday life
from the court to the brothel, from the 'haves' of the aristocracy and clergy to the 'have nots' of the peasantry
and the urban poor.

Historical records illuminate details of Spanish society such as the transition from medieval festivities to the
highly-scripted spectacles of the early modern period, the reasons for violence and popular resistance and the
patterns of daily living: eating, dressing, religious beliefs and concepts of honour and sexuality.

This compelling account includes historical examples and literary extracts, which allow the reader direct
access to the period. From the street theatre of village carnivals to the oppressive Spanish Inquisition, it gives
an abiding sense of Spain in the making and renders vivid the colours of a passionate history.

TEOFILO F. RUIZ is Professor of History in the University of California at Los Angeles.

About the Author

Teofilo F. Ruiz is Professor of History in the University of California at Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

The book Spanish Society, 1400-1600 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Spanish Society, 1400-1600
to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a e-book
Spanish Society, 1400-1600. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?
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William Martel:

This book untitled Spanish Society, 1400-1600 to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book
in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Loyd Tyler:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Spanish Society, 1400-1600 this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

William Powers:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Spanish Society, 1400-1600 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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