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Suicide cannot be read as simply another novel?it is, in a sense, the author’s own
oblique, public suicide note, a unique meditation on this most extreme of
refusals. Presenting itself as an investigation into the suicide of a close
friend?perhaps real, perhaps fictional?more than twenty years earlier, Levé gives
us, little by little, a striking portrait of a man, with all his talents and flaws, who
chose to reject his life, and all the people who loved him, in favor of oblivion.
Gradually, through Levé’s casually obsessive, pointillist, beautiful ruminations,
we come to know a stoic, sensible, thoughtful man who bears more than a slight
psychological resemblance to Levé himself. But Suicide is more than just a
compendium of memories of an old friend; it is a near-exhaustive catalog of the
ramifications and effects of the act of suicide, and a unique and melancholy
farewell to life.
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Suicide cannot be read as simply another novel?it is, in a sense, the author’s own oblique, public suicide
note, a unique meditation on this most extreme of refusals. Presenting itself as an investigation into the
suicide of a close friend?perhaps real, perhaps fictional?more than twenty years earlier, Levé gives us, little
by little, a striking portrait of a man, with all his talents and flaws, who chose to reject his life, and all the
people who loved him, in favor of oblivion. Gradually, through Levé’s casually obsessive, pointillist,
beautiful ruminations, we come to know a stoic, sensible, thoughtful man who bears more than a slight
psychological resemblance to Levé himself. But Suicide is more than just a compendium of memories of an
old friend; it is a near-exhaustive catalog of the ramifications and effects of the act of suicide, and a unique
and melancholy farewell to life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The suicide of a childhood friend—addressed here as "you"—elicits a reflective and dignified expression of
wondering and grief in this last work by artist and writer Levé (1965–2007), who finished this novel 10 days
before killing himself. The narrator describes his friend as a solitary, taciturn character who smoked
American cigarettes, studied economics, played the drums in rock bands, and kept largely to himself. Subtle,
troubling details begin to emerge: feeling increasingly "ill adapted to the world," the friend stops traveling
and obsesses over his own death, designing his own tomb and growing despondent, seized by a kind of
resignation. In the end, having left the house with his wife to attend a tennis date, he returns by himself,
heads to the basement, and blows his head off. Why did he do it? the author wonders. Leve's slender
narrative possesses a near-clinical precision of detail, which functions as both a funeral oration and the
chilling foretelling of his own death. (Apr.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review
Suicide is not a fictionalized account of Levé’s death; in some respects it is a negative image of it. ‘You
didn’t leave any letters for loved ones to explain your death,’ he writes, although Levé himself reportedly
did. Levé’s art and life nonetheless converge, fuse, and end brutally together. Ironically, Suicide represents a
new departure for Levé: his previous books could be considered conceptual conceits, whereas Suicide is
something else, a purely literary work. At the end of his life, Levé had by no means exhausted his art. (Hugo
Wilcken - The Berlin Review of Books )

About the Author
Edouard Levé was born on January 1, 1965, in Neuilly-sur-Seine, France. A writer, photographer, and visual
artist, Levé was the author of four books of writing?Works, Newspaper, Autoportrait, and Suicide?and three
books of photographs. Suicide, published in 2008, was his final book.

Jan Steyn is a South African translator from French and Afrikaans to English. He holds a degree in
Comparative Literature from Emory University, and his translations include Suicide and Works by Edouard
Levé.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bettie Hentges:

Here thing why this kind of Suicide (French Literature Series) are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or
not. Suicide (French Literature Series) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Suicide (French Literature Series). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form
of Suicide (French Literature Series) in e-book can be your choice.
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Kevin Caputo:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Suicide (French Literature Series) offer you a new experience in
studying a book.

Sophie Clark:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Suicide (French Literature Series)
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

George Hyler:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list will be Suicide (French Literature Series). This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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