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Al Sharpton's entrance into the 2004 Democratic presidential race is evidence of
a decaying black political culture where ego trumps politics. It is the last gasp of
a tradition that has been transformed over a generation from bold, effective and
results-oriented politics to rhetoric and symbolism, argues crime writer and social
commentator Norman Kelley. As Kelley shows, what Sharpton covets is the
sobriquet—The Head Negro in Charge (HNIC), a symbolic political mobilization
that replaces effective politics and organizing. "The HNIC syndrome has seen the
rise of symbolic leaders—Jesse Jackson, Louis Farrakhan, Sharpton and now
Russell Simmons—who may be charismatic," Kelley writes, "but are politically
unaccountable to the very people they claim to represent, namely African
Americans. The transformation has been underway since the 1970s, but most
African Americans have yet to confront it." HNIC syndrome is both a symptom
and response to the failings of black political and cultural orthodoxy, of a
sclerotic black elite represented by the NAACP and the Black Congressional
Caucus, who have embedded themselves into the machinery of the Democratic
Party and the conservative movement.
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Al Sharpton's entrance into the 2004 Democratic presidential race is evidence of a decaying black political
culture where ego trumps politics. It is the last gasp of a tradition that has been transformed over a generation
from bold, effective and results-oriented politics to rhetoric and symbolism, argues crime writer and social
commentator Norman Kelley. As Kelley shows, what Sharpton covets is the sobriquet—The Head Negro in
Charge (HNIC), a symbolic political mobilization that replaces effective politics and organizing. "The HNIC
syndrome has seen the rise of symbolic leaders—Jesse Jackson, Louis Farrakhan, Sharpton and now Russell
Simmons—who may be charismatic," Kelley writes, "but are politically unaccountable to the very people
they claim to represent, namely African Americans. The transformation has been underway since the 1970s,
but most African Americans have yet to confront it." HNIC syndrome is both a symptom and response to the
failings of black political and cultural orthodoxy, of a sclerotic black elite represented by the NAACP and
the Black Congressional Caucus, who have embedded themselves into the machinery of the Democratic
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Editorial Review

Review
"Kelley does not spare anyone or any segment of U.S. culture and politics in his books."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Glenn Flinchum:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Head
Negro in Charge Syndrome: The Dead End of Black Politics (Nation Books)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Helen Arnold:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book The Head Negro in Charge Syndrome: The Dead End of
Black Politics (Nation Books) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The Head Negro in Charge Syndrome:
The Dead End of Black Politics (Nation Books) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book The Head Negro in Charge Syndrome: The Dead End of
Black Politics (Nation Books). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Raquel Black:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Head Negro in Charge Syndrome:
The Dead End of Black Politics (Nation Books) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Leroy Raymond:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading

PDF File: The Head Negro In Charge Syndrome: The Dead End Of Black Politics (Nation Books) 3



Read and Download Ebook The Head Negro In Charge Syndrome: The Dead End Of Black Politics (Nation Books) PDF Public Ebook Library

through, not only science book but novel and The Head Negro in Charge Syndrome: The Dead End of Black
Politics (Nation Books) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
guide, any other book likes The Head Negro in Charge Syndrome: The Dead End of Black Politics (Nation
Books) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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