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After Haiti was struck by a devastating earthquake on January 12, 2010, aid
workers and offers of support poured in from around the world. Tellingly,
though, news reports on the catastrophe and relief efforts frequently included a
pejorative description of the country that outsiders were determined to rebuild:
the troubled island nation, a nation plagued by political violence. There was
much talk of inventing a “new” Haiti, which would presumably mimic Western
modes of development and thus mitigate political instability and crisis.

As contributors to this wide-ranging book reveal, Haiti has long been
marginalized as an embodiment of alterity, as the other, and the idea of a new
Haiti is actually nothing new. An investigation of the notion of newness through
the lenses of history and literature, urban planning, religion, and governance, The
Idea of Haiti illuminates the politics and the narratives of Haiti’s past and
present. The essays, which grow from original research and in-depth interviews,
examine how race, class, and national development inform the policies that
envision re-creating the country.

Together the contributors address important questions: How will the present
narratives of deviance affect international relief and rebuilding efforts? What do
Haitians themselves think about Haiti, old and new? What are the potential
complications and weakness of aid strategies during these trying times? And
what do we mean by crisis in Haiti?

Contributors: Yveline Alexis, Rutgers U; Wein Weibert Arthus, State U of Haiti;
Greg Beckett, Bowdoin College; Alex Dupuy, Wesleyan U; Harley F. Etienne, U
of Michigan; Robert Fatton Jr., U of Virginia; Sibylle Fischer, New York U;
Elizabeth McAlister, Wesleyan U; Nick Nesbitt, Princeton U; Karen Richman, U
of Notre Dame; Mark Schuller, York College (CUNY); Patrick Sylvain, Brown
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After Haiti was struck by a devastating earthquake on January 12, 2010, aid workers and offers of support
poured in from around the world. Tellingly, though, news reports on the catastrophe and relief efforts
frequently included a pejorative description of the country that outsiders were determined to rebuild: the
troubled island nation, a nation plagued by political violence. There was much talk of inventing a “new”
Haiti, which would presumably mimic Western modes of development and thus mitigate political instability
and crisis.

As contributors to this wide-ranging book reveal, Haiti has long been marginalized as an embodiment of
alterity, as the other, and the idea of a new Haiti is actually nothing new. An investigation of the notion of
newness through the lenses of history and literature, urban planning, religion, and governance, The Idea of
Haiti illuminates the politics and the narratives of Haiti’s past and present. The essays, which grow from
original research and in-depth interviews, examine how race, class, and national development inform the
policies that envision re-creating the country.

Together the contributors address important questions: How will the present narratives of deviance affect
international relief and rebuilding efforts? What do Haitians themselves think about Haiti, old and new?
What are the potential complications and weakness of aid strategies during these trying times? And what do
we mean by crisis in Haiti?

Contributors: Yveline Alexis, Rutgers U; Wein Weibert Arthus, State U of Haiti; Greg Beckett, Bowdoin
College; Alex Dupuy, Wesleyan U; Harley F. Etienne, U of Michigan; Robert Fatton Jr., U of Virginia;
Sibylle Fischer, New York U; Elizabeth McAlister, Wesleyan U; Nick Nesbitt, Princeton U; Karen Richman,
U of Notre Dame; Mark Schuller, York College (CUNY); Patrick Sylvain, Brown U; Évelyne Trouillot,
State U of Haiti; Tatiana Wah, Columbia U.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Millery Polyné is assistant professor at the Gallatin School of Individualized Study at New York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bryan Rodriguez:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Idea of Haiti: Rethinking Crisis and Development.

Matthew Armstrong:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Idea of Haiti: Rethinking Crisis and
Development as your daily resource information.

Marjorie Ishee:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Idea of Haiti: Rethinking Crisis
and Development is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Merlin Doyle:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
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approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Idea of Haiti: Rethinking Crisis and Development
can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Idea of Haiti: Rethinking Crisis
and Development.
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