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An indigenous reservation in the colony of Victoria, Australia, the Coranderrk
Aboriginal Station was a major site of cross-cultural contact the mid-nineteenth
century and early twentieth. Coranderrk was located just outside Melbourne, and
from its opening in the 1860s the colonial government commissioned many
photographs of its Aboriginal residents. The photographs taken at Coranderrk
Station circulated across the western world; they were mounted in exhibition
displays and classified among other ethnographic “data” within museum
collections. The immense Coranderrk photographic archive is the subject of this
detailed, richly illustrated examination of the role of visual imagery in the
colonial project. Offering close readings of the photographs in the context of
Australian history and nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century photographic
practice, Jane Lydon reveals how western society came to understand Aboriginal
people through these images. At the same time, she demonstrates that the photos
were not solely a tool of colonial exploitation. The residents of Coranderrk had a
sophisticated understanding of how they were portrayed, and they became adept
at manipulating their representations.

Lydon shows how the photographic portrayals of the Aboriginal residents of
Coranderrk changed over time, reflecting various ideas of the colonial
mission—from humanitarianism to control to assimilation. In the early twentieth
century, the images were used on stereotypical postcards circulated among the
white population, showing what appeared to be compliant, transformed
Aboriginal subjects. The station closed in 1924 and disappeared from public view
until it was rediscovered by scholars years later. Aboriginal Australians
purchased the station in 1998, and, as Lydon describes, today they are using the
Coranderrk photographic archive in new ways, to identify family members and
tell stories of their own.
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An indigenous reservation in the colony of Victoria, Australia, the Coranderrk Aboriginal Station was a
major site of cross-cultural contact the mid-nineteenth century and early twentieth. Coranderrk was located
just outside Melbourne, and from its opening in the 1860s the colonial government commissioned many
photographs of its Aboriginal residents. The photographs taken at Coranderrk Station circulated across the
western world; they were mounted in exhibition displays and classified among other ethnographic “data”
within museum collections. The immense Coranderrk photographic archive is the subject of this detailed,
richly illustrated examination of the role of visual imagery in the colonial project. Offering close readings of
the photographs in the context of Australian history and nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century
photographic practice, Jane Lydon reveals how western society came to understand Aboriginal people
through these images. At the same time, she demonstrates that the photos were not solely a tool of colonial
exploitation. The residents of Coranderrk had a sophisticated understanding of how they were portrayed, and
they became adept at manipulating their representations.

Lydon shows how the photographic portrayals of the Aboriginal residents of Coranderrk changed over time,
reflecting various ideas of the colonial mission—from humanitarianism to control to assimilation. In the
early twentieth century, the images were used on stereotypical postcards circulated among the white
population, showing what appeared to be compliant, transformed Aboriginal subjects. The station closed in
1924 and disappeared from public view until it was rediscovered by scholars years later. Aboriginal
Australians purchased the station in 1998, and, as Lydon describes, today they are using the Coranderrk
photographic archive in new ways, to identify family members and tell stories of their own.

Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) By Jane Lydon Bibliography

Rank: #2679904 in Books●

Published on: 2006-01-25●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 10.02" h x .88" w x 6.58" l, 1.77 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

336 pages●

 Download Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians ...pdf

 Read Online Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australian ...pdf

PDF File: Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) 3

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822335727
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822335727
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822335727
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822335727
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822335727
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822335727
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822335727
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822335727


Read and Download Ebook Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) PDF Public Ebook Library

Download and Read Free Online Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians
(Objects/Histories) By Jane Lydon

Editorial Review

Review

“Jane Lydon’s meticulous investigation of the role of photography in the cross-cultural engagement that took
place at Coranderrk from the mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth century unfolds with a narrative
drive. The community at Coranderrk comes alive. We care about the residents, how they have been
represented in successive periods, and how their descendants now use the photographs to reclaim the past
and construct their own narratives.”—Roslyn Poignant, author of Professional Savages: Captive Lives and
Western Spectacle

“What makes this study especially rich and important is the way Jane Lydon takes full advantage of
photographic theory without imposing it reductively or simplistically. This is particularly impressive because
she shows in very nuanced ways that different photographs were produced for different reasons at different
times and that these photos embody various ideas about Aboriginality and science.”—David Prochaska,
coauthor of Beyond East and West: Seven Transnational Artists

“Eye Contact is . . . a welcome entrant into the interdisciplinary arena of material culture study intersecting
with photographic history. It clears a path through a landscape of nostalgia littered with the pictorial histories
and genres of illustrated then-and-now documentation. . . . [T]his book brings out this body of photographic
work to sit within a soundly researched historical context, and provides useful discussions on the ways in
which the photographs meanings were constructed for specific purposes.”
(Joanna Sassoon History of Photography)

“[A] rich verbal and visual text. . . . By tying colonial-era photography to the institutions within which it took
place and historicizing the shifting contexts of composition, production, and distribution for the images
themselves, Lydon’s beautifully produced monograph makes a significant contribution to understanding
colonial photographic practice.”
(Daniel Fisher Anthropology and Humanism)

“I found Lydon’s book to be a resounding success: it is an enjoyable read; an important, well-timed
contribution to the disciplinary fields of history, photography, and anthropology; and an especially welcome
addition to scholarship that examines the power of media practices to produce and re-imagine meaning.”
(Sabra Thorner, Visual Anthropology Review)

“This is a well written book, intelligently conceived and well argued. It is theoretically sophisticated while
remaining accessible.”
(Peggy Brock Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History)

From the Back Cover
"What makes this study especially rich and important is the way Jane Lydon takes full advantage of
photographic theory without imposing it reductively or simplistically. This is particularly impressive because
she shows in very nuanced ways that different photographs were produced for different reasons at different
times and that these photos embody various ideas about Aboriginality and science."--David Prochaska,
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coauthor of "Beyond East and West: Seven Transnational Artists"

About the Author

Jane Lydon is a postdoctoral fellow at the Centre for Australian Indigenous Studies at Monash University in
Melbourne. She is the author of Many Inventions: The Chinese in the Rocks, 1890–1930 and a coeditor of
Object Lessons: Archaeology and Heritage in Australia (forthcoming).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Heller:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians
(Objects/Histories) has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous
Australians (Objects/Histories) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories). You
never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Brian Griffith:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Eye Contact:
Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories).

Brian Rutt:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book has high quality.
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Nancy Herman:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) when you necessary it?
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