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An introduction to the theatrical art of comic storytelling that originated in the
Edo period, Rakugo sheds light on Japanese culture as a whole: its aesthetics,
social relations, and learning styles. Enriched with personal anecdotes, Rakugo
explicates the art's contemporary performance culture: the image, training and
techniques of the storytellers, the venues where they perform, and the role of the
audience in sustaining the art. Laurie Brau inquires into how this comic art form
participates in the discourse of heritage, serving as a symbol of the Edo culture,
while continuing to appeal to Japanese today. Written in an accessible manner,
this book is appropriate for all levels of student or researcher.
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Editorial Review

Review
A brilliant ethnography of an exquisite Japanese performance genre by one who has not only studied it but
also been a fan, apprentice, and performer in her own right. This luminous account of the art of storytelling is
everything Walter Benjamin could have hoped for and more. (Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, author of
Destination Culture: Tourism, Museum, and Heritage)

Lorie Brau's intimate knowledge and expertise illuminate her vivid account of a traditional comic art that
remains immensely popular in today's Japan. Rakugo deserves to be better known abroad, and this book is a
superb introduction to it. (Howard Hibbett, Harvard College)

Lorie Brau's Rakugo is a significant piece of scholarship...and contains a detailed history and several
translated stories...This study is detailed and at times fascinating. (The Japan Times Online, November 2008)

Japan scholars, students, and those interested in traditional performing and narrative arts, early modern and
modern history, popular culture, media, humor and heritage...will surely want to have Rakugo: Performing
Comedy and Cultural Heritage by Lorie Brau on their shelves, for both research and enjoyment.... Thanks to
Brau's unique position as an insider in the rakugo world, readers are exposed to its realities and excitement.
Her language flows beautifully as she tells her story, and she presents her subject in an instructive, yet warm
and welcoming manner. (Matthew W. Shores, University of Hawai'i at Manoa)

The reader is able to get a very clear idea of what it is like to go to a rakugo performance without being
there. It contains an index and a glossary of selected terms which is particularly useful to anyone interested
in building a solid foundation of knowledge for further research on the topic. Brau's book will be interesting
and useful for several kinds of readers.... (Till Weingartner, Freie Universitat Berlin)

Rakugo is the 'sit-down' comedy of nimble narrative performed on stage in vaudeville-like halls. With
erudite textual analysis and unusual participant-observation, Brau sure-handedly takes us into this small
world of Japanese 'culture' and shows us quite vividly what is at stake in its performance and its
perpetuation, both for rakugo itself and, by inference, for heritage performance genres generally. (William
W. Kelly, Yale University)

The reader is able to get a very clear idea of what it is like to go to a rakugo performance without being
there.It contains an index and a glossary of selected terms which is particularly useful to anyone interested in
building a solid foundation of knowledge for further research on the topic.Brau's book will be interesting and
useful for several kinds of readers. (Till Weingartner, Freie Universitat Berlin)

About the Author
Lorie Brau is assistant professor of Japanese in the department of foreign languages and literatures at the
University of New Mexico.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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James Bergeron:

This Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural Heritage in Contemporary Tokyo book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural Heritage in Contemporary
Tokyo without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural Heritage in Contemporary Tokyo can bring
whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural Heritage in Contemporary
Tokyo having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Arthur Seaton:

The experience that you get from Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural Heritage in Contemporary
Tokyo is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural
Heritage in Contemporary Tokyo giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this specific Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural Heritage in Contemporary Tokyo
instantly.

Carolyn Bailey:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural Heritage in Contemporary Tokyo your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Rakugo: Performing Comedy and
Cultural Heritage in Contemporary Tokyo giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

John Harrison:

Beside that Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural Heritage in Contemporary Tokyo in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Rakugo: Performing Comedy and Cultural Heritage in Contemporary Tokyo
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
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miss that? Find this book and read it from now!
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