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In an era disgusted with politicians and the various instruments of "direct
democracy," Walter Lippmann's The Phantom Public remains as relevant as ever.
It reveals Lippmann at a time when he was most critical of the ills of American
democracy. Antipopulist in sentiment, this volume defends elitism as a serious
and distinctive intellectual option, one with considerable precursors in the
American past. Lippmann's demythologized view of the American system of
government resonates today.

The Phantom Public discusses the "disenchanted man" who has become
disillusioned not only with democracy, but also with reform. According to
Lippmann, the average voter is incapable of governance; what is called the public
is merely a "phantom." In terms of policy-making, the distinction should not be
experts versus amateurs, but insiders versus outsiders. Lippmann challenges the
core assumption of Progressive politics as well as any theory that pretends to
leave political decision making in the hands of the people as a whole.

In his biography Walter Lippmann and the American Century, Ronald Steel
praised The Phantom Public as "one of Lippmann's most powerfully argued and
revealing books. In it he came fully to terms with the inadequacy of traditional
democratic theory." This volume is part of a continuing series on the major
works of Walter Lippmann. As more and more Americans are inclined to become
apathetic to the political system, this classic will be essential reading for students,
teachers, and researchers of political science and history.
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In an era disgusted with politicians and the various instruments of "direct democracy," Walter Lippmann's
The Phantom Public remains as relevant as ever. It reveals Lippmann at a time when he was most critical of
the ills of American democracy. Antipopulist in sentiment, this volume defends elitism as a serious and
distinctive intellectual option, one with considerable precursors in the American past. Lippmann's
demythologized view of the American system of government resonates today.

The Phantom Public discusses the "disenchanted man" who has become disillusioned not only with
democracy, but also with reform. According to Lippmann, the average voter is incapable of governance;
what is called the public is merely a "phantom." In terms of policy-making, the distinction should not be
experts versus amateurs, but insiders versus outsiders. Lippmann challenges the core assumption of
Progressive politics as well as any theory that pretends to leave political decision making in the hands of the
people as a whole.

In his biography Walter Lippmann and the American Century, Ronald Steel praised The Phantom Public as
"one of Lippmann's most powerfully argued and revealing books. In it he came fully to terms with the
inadequacy of traditional democratic theory." This volume is part of a continuing series on the major works
of Walter Lippmann. As more and more Americans are inclined to become apathetic to the political system,
this classic will be essential reading for students, teachers, and researchers of political science and history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Lippmann's clear exposition of the simple truths of democratic politics offers an excellent example of the
value of carefully fashioned political theory to the undestanding and practice of governing. . . [The Phantom
Public] serves as a much needed caution to public officials that effective leadership cannot be based on the
swirling currents of public feeling."

—Robert Heineman, The University Bookman

About the Author

Walter Lippmann (1889-1974) was the author of many books on political thought and was widely considered
America’s most distinguished syndicated columnist. In addition to being awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, he won two Pulitzer Prizes for his newspaper column “Today and Tomorrow,” which appeared in
the New YorkHerald Tribune.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Torres:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to
answer that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this
specific The Phantom Public (International Organizations Series) to read.

Matthew Armstrong:

Typically the book The Phantom Public (International Organizations Series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Abel Mulholland:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
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book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The The Phantom Public (International Organizations Series) provide you with new experience in
studying a book.

Pamela Eckert:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication The Phantom Public (International Organizations
Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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