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Humanised accounts of restrictions on mobility are rarely the focus of debates on
irregular migration. Very little is heard from refugees themselves about why they
migrate, their experiences whilst entering the EU or how they navigate reception
conditions upon arrival, particularly from a gendered perspective. The
Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women fills this gap and explores the
journey made by refugee women who have travelled from Somalia to the EU to
seek asylum. This book reveals the humanised impact of the securitization of
migration, the dominant policy response to irregular migration pursued by
governments across the Globe.

The Southern EU Member State of Malta finds itself on the frontline of policing
and securing Europe’s southern external borders against transnational migrants
and preventing migrants’ on-migration to other Member States within the EU.
The securitization of migration has been responsible for restricting access to
asylum, diluting rights and entitlements to refugee protection, and punishing
those who arrive in the EU without valid passports –a visibly racialised and
gendered population. The stories of the refugee women interviewed for this
research detail the ways in which refugee protection is being eroded, selectively
applied and in some cases specifically designed to exclude.

In contrast to the majority of migration literature, which has largely focused on
the male experience, this book focuses on the experiences of refugee women and
aims to contribute to the volume of work dedicated to analysing borders from the
perspective of those who cross them. This research strengthens existing
criminological literature and has the potential to offer insights to policy makers
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around the world. It will be of interest to academics and students interested in
International Crime and Justice, Securitisation, Refugee Law and Border Control,
as well as the general reader.
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Humanised accounts of restrictions on mobility are rarely the focus of debates on irregular migration. Very
little is heard from refugees themselves about why they migrate, their experiences whilst entering the EU or
how they navigate reception conditions upon arrival, particularly from a gendered perspective. The
Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women fills this gap and explores the journey made by refugee
women who have travelled from Somalia to the EU to seek asylum. This book reveals the humanised impact
of the securitization of migration, the dominant policy response to irregular migration pursued by
governments across the Globe.

The Southern EU Member State of Malta finds itself on the frontline of policing and securing Europe’s
southern external borders against transnational migrants and preventing migrants’ on-migration to other
Member States within the EU. The securitization of migration has been responsible for restricting access to
asylum, diluting rights and entitlements to refugee protection, and punishing those who arrive in the EU
without valid passports –a visibly racialised and gendered population. The stories of the refugee women
interviewed for this research detail the ways in which refugee protection is being eroded, selectively applied
and in some cases specifically designed to exclude.

In contrast to the majority of migration literature, which has largely focused on the male experience, this
book focuses on the experiences of refugee women and aims to contribute to the volume of work dedicated
to analysing borders from the perspective of those who cross them. This research strengthens existing
criminological literature and has the potential to offer insights to policy makers around the world. It will be
of interest to academics and students interested in International Crime and Justice, Securitisation, Refugee
Law and Border Control, as well as the general reader.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘The Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women provides compelling evidence that a gendered
analysis is essential for understanding the unique character of refugee women’s social exclusion,
economic vulnerability, health risks, and experiences of danger and violence at all stages of their
migration journey. Eloquently written and carefully researched, it is essential reading for those
interested in migration and refugee policy, border enforcement, gender and human rights.’ - Nancy A.
Wonders, Northern Arizona University, USA

‘Alison Gerard has conducted an exemplary piece of feminist research, charting the fraught journeys
of Somali women as they seek a secure future in Europe. The book combines rigorous socio-legal
analysis, bold theoretical framing and unique data obtained by "hanging out" with Somali women
who have negotiated the hazardous route to Malta. Using powerful first-hand accounts Gerard is able
to bring home the true meaning, in human terms, of the securitization of borders.’ - Leanne Weber,
Senior Research Fellow, Monash University, Australia

'The thorough analysis provided by Gerard makes this book a highly recommended read for a wide-
ranging audience, from NGO personnel to policy-makers and legislators. Overall, this book achieves
its main goal and contributes significantly to the debate on the tensions between the securitization of
migration and the refugee protection framework.' - Angelo Tramountanis, Border Criminologies

About the Author

Dr Alison Gerard is a lawyer and Senior Lecturer in Justice Studies at Charles Sturt University. Her
research program examines the impact of the securitisation of migration, particularly its impact on refugee
women. Dr Gerard’s wider research program includes analysis of intersections of gender, race and class
including specific areas such as deaths in custody, sex work and ‘crimmigration’ practices in Australia.
Alison is a contributor to the Border Observatory Project hosted by Monash University, Australia and Border
Criminologies hosted by Oxford University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Hill:

The book The Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women (Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice,
Borders and Citizenship) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Securitization of Migration and Refugee
Women (Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice, Borders and Citizenship) to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
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subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a book The Securitization of Migration and
Refugee Women (Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice, Borders and Citizenship). Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Harry Greene:

The book The Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women (Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice,
Borders and Citizenship) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book The Securitization of Migration
and Refugee Women (Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice, Borders and Citizenship)? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women
(Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice, Borders and Citizenship) has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Paula Lauria:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book The Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women
(Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice, Borders and Citizenship) ended up being making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The
Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women (Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice, Borders and
Citizenship) is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the
book The Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women (Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice, Borders
and Citizenship). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Irma Lovern:

The actual book The Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women (Routledge Studies in Criminal
Justice, Borders and Citizenship) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you.
The book The Securitization of Migration and Refugee Women (Routledge Studies in Criminal Justice,
Borders and Citizenship) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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