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"In 1945 the war ended. The Germans surrendered, and the ghetto was liberated.
Out of over a quarter of a million people, about 800 walked out of the ghetto. Of
those who survived, only twelve were children. I was one of the twelve." For
more than fifty years after the war, Syvia, like many Holocaust survivors, did not
talk about her experiences in the Lodz ghetto in Poland. She buried her past in
order to move forward. But finally she decided it was time to share her story, and
so she told it to her niece, who has re-told it here using free verse inspired by her
aunt. This is the true story of Syvia Perlmutter—a story of courage, heartbreak,
and finally survival despite the terrible circumstances in which she grew up. A
timeline, historical notes, and an author's note are included.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 4–8—Jennifer Roy's partially fictionalized retelling (Marshall Cavendish, 2006) of her Aunt Syvia's
life in 1939 Poland recounts the true experiences of a 4-year-old child who is forced into a well-guarded
ghetto with nearly 300,000 Lodz Jews who lived in fear, poverty, and starvation. Many years after the end of
WWII, Syvia Perlmutter was able to share with her niece the terrible story of the family's ordeal during the
Holocaust. In free verse form, Roy writes from the perspective of a child from 1930 to 1945, bringing to life
what it was like to live in the Jewish ghetto. Of all those incarcerated in Lodz, only 12 children and 800
adults survived the war. Christina Moore does a brilliant job as narrator, perfectly voicing Syvia, her father,
and all the other people. From just listening to the audiobook, it is not apparent that the book is written in
free verse. A must for all Holocaust collections.—B. Allison Gray, John Jermain Memorial Library, Sag
Harbor, NY
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Only 12 children survived the Lodz ghetto, and Roy's aunt Syvia was one of them. But for
more than 50 years, Syvia kept her experience to herself: "It was something nobody talked about." Roy didn't
know, and she admits that she didn't want to know. She always avoided Holocaust history. She was afraid of
it; when she was growing up, there was no Holocaust curriculum, no discussion-just those images of atrocity,
piles of bones, and skeletal survivors being liberated. Her father, too, was a survivor, but he seldom spoke of
those years, and with his death, his story was lost. But a few years ago, Roy's aunt began to talk about Lodz,
and based on taped phone interviews, Roy wrote her story, presenting it from the first-person viewpoint of a
child, Syvia, in simple, urgent free verse in the present tense. Each section begins with a brief historical
introduction, and there is a detailed time line at the end of the book.

Syvia is four years old in 1939, when the Germans invade Poland and start World War II. A few months
later, her family is forced into the crowded Lodz ghetto, with more than a quarter of a million other Jews. At
the end of the war, when Syvia is 10, only about 800 Jews remain-only 12 of them are children. Syvia
remembers daily life: yellow stars, illness, starvation, freezing cold, and brutal abuse, with puddles of red
blood everywhere, and the terrifying arbitrariness of events ("like the story of a boy / who went out for bread
/ and was shot by a guard / who didn't like the way the boy / looked at him"). When the soldiers first go from
door to door, "ripping children from their parents' arms" and dragging them away, her father hides her in the
cemetery. For years thereafter, she's not allowed to go outside. In 1944 the ghetto is emptied, except for a
few Jews kept back to clean up, including Syvia's father, who keeps his family with him through courage,
cunning, and luck. As the Nazis face defeat, Syvia discovers a few others hidden like her, "children of the
cellar." When the Russians liberate the ghetto, she hears one soldier speak Yiddish, and the family hears of
the genocide, the trains that went to death camps. At last they learn of the enormity of the tragedy: neighbors,
friends, and cousins-all dead. There's much to think t and talk about as the words bring the history right into
the present. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Jennifer Roy is the author of more than thirty books for children and young adults, including Israel:
Discovering Cultures. A former teacher, she holds a BS in Psychology and an MA in Elementary Education.
Yellow Star is based on the childhood of Jennifer's aunt Sylvia, who provided extensive interviews as the
author was writing this book. Jennifer lives in New York.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronnie Hamilton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Yellow Star. Try to the actual book Yellow Star as
your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Matthew Williams:

Within other case, little people like to read book Yellow Star. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Yellow Star. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Curtis Graham:

The book Yellow Star can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a very important thing like a book Yellow Star? Some of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Yellow Star has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Bradford Bryant:

Yellow Star can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put
every word into joy arrangement in writing Yellow Star but doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.
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