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Second only to Rome in the ancient world, Alexandria was home to many of late
antiquity's most brilliant writers, philosophers, and theologians?among them
Philo, Origen, Arius, Athanasius, Hypatia, Cyril, and John Philoponus. Now, in
Alexandria in Late Antiquity, Christopher Haas offers the first book to place
these figures within the physical and social context of Alexandria's bustling
urban milieu.

Because of its clear demarcation of communal boundaries, Alexandria provides
the modern historian with an ideal opportunity to probe the multicultural makeup
of an ancient urban unit. Haas explores the broad avenues and back alleys of
Alexandria's neighborhoods, its suburbs and waterfront, and aspects of material
culture that underlay Alexandrian social and intellectual life. Organizing his
discussion around the city's religious and ethnic blocs?Jews, pagans, and
Christians?he details the fiercely competitive nature of Alexandrian social
dynamics. In contrast to recent scholarship, which cites Alexandria as a model
for peaceful coexistence within a culturally diverse community, Haas finds that
the diverse groups' struggles for social dominance and cultural hegemony often
resulted in violence and bloodshed?a volatile situation frequently exacerbated by
imperial intervention on one side or the other.

Eventually, Haas concludes, Alexandrian society achieved a certain stability and
reintegration?a process that resulted in the transformation of Alexandrian civic
identity during the crucial centuries between antiquity and the Middle Ages.
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Second only to Rome in the ancient world, Alexandria was home to many of late antiquity's most brilliant
writers, philosophers, and theologians?among them Philo, Origen, Arius, Athanasius, Hypatia, Cyril, and
John Philoponus. Now, in Alexandria in Late Antiquity, Christopher Haas offers the first book to place these
figures within the physical and social context of Alexandria's bustling urban milieu.

Because of its clear demarcation of communal boundaries, Alexandria provides the modern historian with an
ideal opportunity to probe the multicultural makeup of an ancient urban unit. Haas explores the broad
avenues and back alleys of Alexandria's neighborhoods, its suburbs and waterfront, and aspects of material
culture that underlay Alexandrian social and intellectual life. Organizing his discussion around the city's
religious and ethnic blocs?Jews, pagans, and Christians?he details the fiercely competitive nature of
Alexandrian social dynamics. In contrast to recent scholarship, which cites Alexandria as a model for
peaceful coexistence within a culturally diverse community, Haas finds that the diverse groups' struggles for
social dominance and cultural hegemony often resulted in violence and bloodshed?a volatile situation
frequently exacerbated by imperial intervention on one side or the other.

Eventually, Haas concludes, Alexandrian society achieved a certain stability and reintegration?a process that
resulted in the transformation of Alexandrian civic identity during the crucial centuries between antiquity
and the Middle Ages.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Until now... Alexandria, the greatest city of the region, has lacked a major study. With the publication of
Christopher Haas's fine work, that gap in the scholarly literature has been filled... Integrating evidence from a
wide variety of texts and the limited archaeological evidence, he has produced a vivid account of late antique
Alexandria."

(American Historical Review)

"A valuable and much needed contribution to the study of Alexandria and late antiquity... Haas has produced
a vivid and interesting portrait."

(Classical Review)

From the Back Cover
Second only to Rome in the ancient world, Alexandria was home to many of late antiquity's most brilliant
writers, philosophers, and theologians - among them, Philo, Origen, Arius, Athanasius, Hypatia, Cyril, and
John Philoponus. Now, in Alexandria in Late Antiquity, Christopher Haas offers the first book to place these
figures within the physical and social context of Alexandria's bustling urban milieu.

About the Author

Christopher Haas  is an associate professor of history at Villanova University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Efrain Floyd:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of
them is this Alexandria in Late Antiquity: Topography and Social Conflict (Ancient Society and History).

Dane People:

Alexandria in Late Antiquity: Topography and Social Conflict (Ancient Society and History) can be one of
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your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Alexandria in Late Antiquity: Topography and Social Conflict (Ancient Society and History) nevertheless
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

David Conover:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book Alexandria in Late Antiquity: Topography and Social Conflict (Ancient Society and History) we
can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life
with that book Alexandria in Late Antiquity: Topography and Social Conflict (Ancient Society and History).
You can more desirable than now.

Tiffany Hernandez:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Alexandria in Late Antiquity: Topography and Social
Conflict (Ancient Society and History) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Alexandria in Late Antiquity: Topography and Social
Conflict (Ancient Society and History) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of the time.
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