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We don’t have an energy crisis. We have a consumption crisis. And this book,
which takes aim at cherished assumptions regarding energy, offers refreshingly
straight talk about what’s wrong with the way we think and talk about the
problem. Though we generally believe we can solve environmental problems
with more energy—more solar cells, wind turbines, and biofuels—alternative
technologies come with their own side effects and limitations. How, for instance,
do solar cells cause harm? Why can’t engineers solve wind power’s biggest
obstacle? Why won’t contraception solve the problem of overpopulation lying at
the heart of our concerns about energy, and what will?

This practical, environmentally informed, and lucid book persuasively argues for
a change of perspective. If consumption is the problem, as Ozzie Zehner
suggests, then we need to shift our focus from suspect alternative energies to
improving social and political fundamentals: walkable communities, improved
consumption, enlightened governance, and, most notably, women’s rights. The
dozens of first steps he offers are surprisingly straightforward. For instance, he
introduces a simple sticker that promises a greater impact than all of the nation’s
solar cells. He uncovers why carbon taxes won’t solve our energy challenges
(and presents two taxes that could). Finally, he explores how future
environmentalists will focus on similarly fresh alternatives that are affordable,
clean, and can actually improve our well-being.

Watch a book trailer.
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We don’t have an energy crisis. We have a consumption crisis. And this book, which takes aim at cherished
assumptions regarding energy, offers refreshingly straight talk about what’s wrong with the way we think
and talk about the problem. Though we generally believe we can solve environmental problems with more
energy—more solar cells, wind turbines, and biofuels—alternative technologies come with their own side
effects and limitations. How, for instance, do solar cells cause harm? Why can’t engineers solve wind
power’s biggest obstacle? Why won’t contraception solve the problem of overpopulation lying at the heart of
our concerns about energy, and what will?

This practical, environmentally informed, and lucid book persuasively argues for a change of perspective. If
consumption is the problem, as Ozzie Zehner suggests, then we need to shift our focus from suspect
alternative energies to improving social and political fundamentals: walkable communities, improved
consumption, enlightened governance, and, most notably, women’s rights. The dozens of first steps he offers
are surprisingly straightforward. For instance, he introduces a simple sticker that promises a greater impact
than all of the nation’s solar cells. He uncovers why carbon taxes won’t solve our energy challenges (and
presents two taxes that could). Finally, he explores how future environmentalists will focus on similarly fresh
alternatives that are affordable, clean, and can actually improve our well-being.

Watch a book trailer.
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Editorial Review

Review
 "Causing shockwaves...Not anti-green but simply asking questions" -The Sunday Times

"Terrific book. . . . Zehner is especially good at untangling sloppy thinking." -David Owen, The New
Yorker and author of Green Metropolis

Top Nonfiction Books  --Goodreads

"This book takes a look at the dark underbelly of 'green energy' and attempts to shift the US dialogue
to a more pressing problem: consumption."--Christian Science Monitor

AWARDS

Nautilus Book Award Winner●

IPPY Award Winner●

Best Earth Day Books - Christian Science Monitor●

N. California Book Award Winner●

"A bold look at the downside of green technologies and a host of refreshingly simple substitute
solutions."—Kirkus
(Kirkus 2012-04-15)

"What set Zehner's work apart from the glut of other environment-related titles are his fresh ideas and
superlatively engaging prose."—Carl Hays, Booklist Online
(Carl Hays Booklist Online)

"With chapter subtitles like "Step Away From the Pom-Poms" and epigraphs from the likes of Dr. Seuss,
Zehner is a delightful apostate in the church of green energy."—Sarah Rothbard, slate.com
(Sarah Rothbard slate.com 2012-08-01)

"This book is a must read for anyone concerned with sustainable living."—Daniel J. Benor, International
Journal of Healing and Caring
(Daniel J. Benor International Journal of Healing and Caring)

"All Americans should read this book."—K. J. White, Choice
(K. J. White Choice)

"As a nation, we have hard decisions before us. We need to find actual, tangible solutions that will make a
real difference. Our path begins with critical thinking and informed choices. This book helps us get
started."—Jonathan Hladik, Great Plains Research
(Great Plains Research Jonathan Hladik)
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From the Inside Flap
Green Illusions is a critical primer on solar cells, wind turbines, biofuels, nuclear power, clean coal, and
electric cars. It also delivers three dozen first steps around the themes of environmental justice,
overpopulation, rebound effects, energy economics, degrowth, taxes, bicycling, livable neighborhoods, and
energy conservation.

About the Author

The Sunday Times describes Ozzie Zehner as "an academic who is causing shockwaves." He is the author of
Green Illusions and a visiting scholar at the University of California, Berkeley. He regularly guest lectures at
universities and public policy organizations. He has appeared on MSNBC, CNN, PBS, and numerous public
radio shows. He has also written for Christian Science Monitor, Grist, The American Scholar, The Humanist,
The Futurist, Women's Studies Quarterly and other publications. Read Ozzie Zehner's full biography at
GreenIllusions.org

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Nakagawa:

The knowledge that you get from Green Illusions: The Dirty Secrets of Clean Energy and the Future of
Environmentalism (Our Sustainable Future) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide
within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
Green Illusions: The Dirty Secrets of Clean Energy and the Future of Environmentalism (Our Sustainable
Future) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Green
Illusions: The Dirty Secrets of Clean Energy and the Future of Environmentalism (Our Sustainable Future)
instantly.

Antonio Nelson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Green Illusions:
The Dirty Secrets of Clean Energy and the Future of Environmentalism (Our Sustainable Future) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Green Illusions: The
Dirty Secrets of Clean Energy and the Future of Environmentalism (Our Sustainable Future)is the one of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Ethel Springer:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
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just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Green Illusions: The Dirty Secrets
of Clean Energy and the Future of Environmentalism (Our Sustainable Future) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

William Matthews:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Green Illusions: The Dirty Secrets of Clean Energy and the
Future of Environmentalism (Our Sustainable Future) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Green Illusions: The Dirty Secrets of Clean Energy and the Future of Environmentalism
(Our Sustainable Future) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading in which.
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