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Leader of the Santee Sioux, Inkpaduta (1815–79) participated in some of the
most decisive battles of the northern Great Plains, including Custer’s defeat at the
Little Bighorn. But the attack in 1857 on forty white settlers known as the Spirit
Lake Massacre gave Inkpaduta the reputation of being the most brutal of all the
Sioux leaders.

Paul N. Beck now challenges a century and a half of bias to reassess the life and
legacy of this important Dakota leader. In the most complete biography of
Inkpaduta ever written, Beck draws on Indian agents’ correspondence, journals,
and other sources to paint a broader picture of the whole person, showing him to
have been not only a courageous warrior but also a dedicated family man and
tribal leader who got along reasonably well with whites for most of his life.

Beck sheds new light on many poorly understood aspects of Inkpaduta’s life,
including his journeys in the American West after the Spirit Lake Massacre.
Beck reexamines Euro-American attitudes toward Indians and the stereotypes
that shaped nineteenth-century writing, showing how they persisted in portrayals
of Inkpaduta well into the twentieth century, even after more generous
appreciations of American Indian cultures had become commonplace.

Long considered a villain whose passion was murdering white settlers, Inkpaduta
is here restored to more human dimensions. Inkpaduta: Dakota Leader shatters
the myths that surrounded his life for too long and provides the most extensive
reassessment of this leader’s life to date.
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Leader of the Santee Sioux, Inkpaduta (1815–79) participated in some of the most decisive battles of the
northern Great Plains, including Custer’s defeat at the Little Bighorn. But the attack in 1857 on forty white
settlers known as the Spirit Lake Massacre gave Inkpaduta the reputation of being the most brutal of all the
Sioux leaders.

Paul N. Beck now challenges a century and a half of bias to reassess the life and legacy of this important
Dakota leader. In the most complete biography of Inkpaduta ever written, Beck draws on Indian agents’
correspondence, journals, and other sources to paint a broader picture of the whole person, showing him to
have been not only a courageous warrior but also a dedicated family man and tribal leader who got along
reasonably well with whites for most of his life.

Beck sheds new light on many poorly understood aspects of Inkpaduta’s life, including his journeys in the
American West after the Spirit Lake Massacre. Beck reexamines Euro-American attitudes toward Indians
and the stereotypes that shaped nineteenth-century writing, showing how they persisted in portrayals of
Inkpaduta well into the twentieth century, even after more generous appreciations of American Indian
cultures had become commonplace.

Long considered a villain whose passion was murdering white settlers, Inkpaduta is here restored to more
human dimensions. Inkpaduta: Dakota Leader shatters the myths that surrounded his life for too long and
provides the most extensive reassessment of this leader’s life to date.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Paul N. Beck is Professor of History at Wisconsin Lutheran College, Milwaukee, and author of Inkpaduta:
Dakota Leader.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Inkpaduta: Dakota Leader why because the great cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Robert Hester:

This Inkpaduta: Dakota Leader is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Inkpaduta: Dakota Leader in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Charles Hager:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Inkpaduta: Dakota Leader
is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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Nancy Soto:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Inkpaduta: Dakota Leader was vibrant and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Inkpaduta: Dakota Leader has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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