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Making Sense of Multivariate Data Analysis is a short introduction to
multivariate data analysis (MDA) for students and practitioners in the behavioral
and social sciences. It provides a conceptual overview of the foundations of
MDA and of a range of specific techniques including multiple regression, logistic
regression, discriminant analysis, multivariate analysis of variance, factor
analysis, and log-linear analysis. As a conceptual introduction, the book assumes
no prior statistical knowledge, and contains very few symbols or equations. Its
primary objective is to expose the conceptual unity of MDA techniques both in
their foundations and in the common analytic strategies that lie at the heart of all
of the techniques. Although introductory, the book encourages the reader to
reflect critically on the general strengths and limitations of MDA techniques.
Each chapter includes references for further reading accessible to the beginner.
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Making Sense of Multivariate Data Analysis is a short introduction to multivariate data analysis (MDA)
for students and practitioners in the behavioral and social sciences. It provides a conceptual overview of the
foundations of MDA and of a range of specific techniques including multiple regression, logistic regression,
discriminant analysis, multivariate analysis of variance, factor analysis, and log-linear analysis. As a
conceptual introduction, the book assumes no prior statistical knowledge, and contains very few symbols or
equations. Its primary objective is to expose the conceptual unity of MDA techniques both in their
foundations and in the common analytic strategies that lie at the heart of all of the techniques. Although
introductory, the book encourages the reader to reflect critically on the general strengths and limitations of
MDA techniques. Each chapter includes references for further reading accessible to the beginner.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This book serves as a resource for readers who want to have an overall view of what encompasses
multivariate analyses. The author has discussed some important issues rather philosophically (e.g., theory
vs. data analysis). These points are valuable even for readers who have extensive training with multivariate
analyses.” (Jenn-Yun Tein)

“This book is a helpful guide to reading and understanding multivariate data analysis results in social and
psychological research.” (C. Y. Joanne Peng)

"Spicer's book is a superb overview of multivariate statistics, but without formulas. Even though he is trying
to offer a nontechnical overview of multivariate analyses, he doesn't shortchange the reader in any way. As
much as you might know about stat, you'll learn some more here."  (William Dressler)

About the Author
John Spicer was an Associate Professor and Head of Psychology at Massey University, New Zealand until
the end of 2002, when he took early retirement to devote all of his time to writing books. Earlier, he was a
Research Fellow for several years at the University of Auckland, New Zealand, and held Visiting
Fellowships at the Universities of Michigan and London. His primary research interests have been in health
psychology, and he has published articles mainly on cardiovascular disease and theoretical issues in a variety
of international journals. He was coeditor of Social Dimensions of Health and Disease: New Zealand
Perspectives (1994). Most of his undergraduate and graduate teaching has focused on research methods,
particularly multivariate data analysis. In 2002 he coauthored a chapter on sociological and psychological
methods in the fourth edition of the Oxford Textbook of Public Health.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Ritchie:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Making Sense of Multivariate Data Analysis: An
Intuitive Approach was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Making Sense of Multivariate Data Analysis: An
Intuitive Approach is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book
Making Sense of Multivariate Data Analysis: An Intuitive Approach. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

John Stewart:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Making Sense of Multivariate Data
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Analysis: An Intuitive Approach that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick Making Sense of Multivariate Data Analysis: An Intuitive
Approach become your own personal starter.

April Brooks:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Making Sense of Multivariate Data
Analysis: An Intuitive Approach is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Wanda Pence:

Beside this Making Sense of Multivariate Data Analysis: An Intuitive Approach in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Making Sense of Multivariate Data Analysis: An Intuitive Approach because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along
with read it from currently!
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