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Mixed Blessings transforms our understanding of the relationship between
Indigenous people and Christianity in Canada from the early 1600s to the present
day. While acknowledging the harm of colonialism, including the trauma
inflicted by church-run residential schools, this interdisciplinary collection
challenges the portrayal of Indigenous people as passive victims of malevolent
missionaries who experienced a uniformly dark history. Instead, this book
illuminates the diverse and multifaceted ways that Indigenous communities and
individuals – including prominent leaders such as Louis Riel and Edward
Ahenakew – have interacted, and continue to interact, meaningfully with
Christianity.
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Mixed Blessings transforms our understanding of the relationship between Indigenous people and
Christianity in Canada from the early 1600s to the present day. While acknowledging the harm of
colonialism, including the trauma inflicted by church-run residential schools, this interdisciplinary collection
challenges the portrayal of Indigenous people as passive victims of malevolent missionaries who experienced
a uniformly dark history. Instead, this book illuminates the diverse and multifaceted ways that Indigenous
communities and individuals – including prominent leaders such as Louis Riel and Edward Ahenakew –
have interacted, and continue to interact, meaningfully with Christianity.
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Editorial Review

Review

Mixed Blessings transforms our understanding of the relationship between Indigenous people and
Christianity in what is now Canada.

While acknowledging the harm of colonialism, including the trauma inflicted by church-run residential
schools, this book challenges the portrayal of Indigenous people as passive victims of malevolent
missionaries who experienced a uniformly dark history. Instead, the authors – scholars in history, Indigenous
studies, religious studies, and theology – illuminate the diverse and multifaceted ways that Indigenous
communities and individuals across Canada have interacted, and continue to interact, meaningfully with
Christianity.

Ranging widely across time and place, these insightful case studies explore why some Indigenous people –
including prominent leaders such as Louis Riel and Edward Ahenakew – historically aligned themselves
with Christianity while others did not. It also plumbs the processes and politics involved in combining
spiritual traditions and reflects on the role of Christianity in Indigenous communities today.

Review
"This is an outstanding collection. My perspective on the place of Christianity in the lives of Indigenous
peoples was thoroughly reshaped by this book. The authors not only show how Indigenous people fashion
and refashion power within themselves and among their communities but also cast new light on the larger
transnational narrative of Indigenous-Christian encounters."?Mark A. Nicholas, coauthor of First Americans:
A History of Native Peoples

About the Author
Tolly Bradford is assistant professor of history at Concordia University of Edmonton. Chelsea Horton is a
research consultant working with Indigenous communities in Canada. Contributors: Tasha Beeds, Jean-
Francois Bélisle, Siphiwe Dube, Elizabeth Elbourne, Amanda Fehr, Carmen Lansdowne, Cecilia Morgan,
Denise Nadeau, Timothy Pearson, and Nicole St-Onge

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Mixed Blessings: Indigenous Encounters with
Christianity in Canada. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book Mixed Blessings: Indigenous Encounters with Christianity in
Canada. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.
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Kathie Richmond:

The book Mixed Blessings: Indigenous Encounters with Christianity in Canada make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Mixed
Blessings: Indigenous Encounters with Christianity in Canada to get your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like start and read a publication Mixed Blessings: Indigenous Encounters with
Christianity in Canada. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Vera:

The particular book Mixed Blessings: Indigenous Encounters with Christianity in Canada will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Mixed Blessings: Indigenous
Encounters with Christianity in Canada is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bernice Capps:

The book Mixed Blessings: Indigenous Encounters with Christianity in Canada has a lot associated with on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after reading this article book.
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