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Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt extends Paul Gottfried’s examination
of Western managerial government’s growth in the last third of the twentieth
century. Linking multiculturalism to a distinctive political and religious context,
the book argues that welfare-state democracy, unlike bourgeois liberalism, has
rejected the once conventional distinction between government and civil society.
            Gottfried argues that the West’s relentless celebrations of diversity have
resulted in the downgrading of the once dominant Western culture. The moral
rationale of government has become the consciousness-raising of a presumed
majority population. While welfare states continue to provide entitlements and
fulfill the other material programs of older welfare regimes, they have ceased to
make qualitative leaps in the direction of social democracy. For the new political
elite, nationalization and income redistributions have become less significant
than controlling the speech and thought of democratic citizens. An escalating
hostility toward the bourgeois Christian past, explicit or at least implicit in the
policies undertaken by the West and urged by the media, is characteristic of what
Gottfried labels an emerging “therapeutic” state.        
For Gottfried, acceptance of an intrusive political correctness has transformed the
religious consciousness of Western, particularly Protestant, society. The casting
of “true” Christianity as a religion of sensitivity only toward victims has created
a precondition for extensive social engineering. Gottfried examines late-
twentieth-century liberal Christianity as the promoter of the politics of guilt.
Metaphysical guilt has been transformed into self-abasement in relation to the
“suffering just” identified with racial, cultural, and lifestyle minorities. Unlike
earlier proponents of religious liberalism, the therapeutic statists oppose
anything, including empirical knowledge, that impedes the expression of social
and cultural guilt in an effort to raise the self-esteem of designated victims.
            Equally troubling to Gottfried is the growth of an American empire that is
influencing European values and fashions. Europeans have begun, he says, to
embrace the multicultural movement that originated with American liberal
Protestantism’s emphasis on diversity as essential for democracy. He sees
Europeans bringing authoritarian zeal to enforcing ideas and behavior imported
from the United States.
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            Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt extends the arguments of the
author’s earlier After Liberalism. Whether one challenges or supports Gottfried’s
conclusions, all will profit from a careful reading of this latest diagnosis of the
American condition.
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Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt extends Paul Gottfried’s examination of Western managerial
government’s growth in the last third of the twentieth century. Linking multiculturalism to a distinctive
political and religious context, the book argues that welfare-state democracy, unlike bourgeois liberalism,
has rejected the once conventional distinction between government and civil society.
            Gottfried argues that the West’s relentless celebrations of diversity have resulted in the downgrading
of the once dominant Western culture. The moral rationale of government has become the consciousness-
raising of a presumed majority population. While welfare states continue to provide entitlements and fulfill
the other material programs of older welfare regimes, they have ceased to make qualitative leaps in the
direction of social democracy. For the new political elite, nationalization and income redistributions have
become less significant than controlling the speech and thought of democratic citizens. An escalating
hostility toward the bourgeois Christian past, explicit or at least implicit in the policies undertaken by the
West and urged by the media, is characteristic of what Gottfried labels an emerging “therapeutic” state.        
For Gottfried, acceptance of an intrusive political correctness has transformed the religious consciousness of
Western, particularly Protestant, society. The casting of “true” Christianity as a religion of sensitivity only
toward victims has created a precondition for extensive social engineering. Gottfried examines late-
twentieth-century liberal Christianity as the promoter of the politics of guilt. Metaphysical guilt has been
transformed into self-abasement in relation to the “suffering just” identified with racial, cultural, and lifestyle
minorities. Unlike earlier proponents of religious liberalism, the therapeutic statists oppose anything,
including empirical knowledge, that impedes the expression of social and cultural guilt in an effort to raise
the self-esteem of designated victims.
            Equally troubling to Gottfried is the growth of an American empire that is influencing European
values and fashions. Europeans have begun, he says, to embrace the multicultural movement that originated
with American liberal Protestantism’s emphasis on diversity as essential for democracy. He sees Europeans
bringing authoritarian zeal to enforcing ideas and behavior imported from the United States.
            Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt extends the arguments of the author’s earlier After
Liberalism. Whether one challenges or supports Gottfried’s conclusions, all will profit from a careful reading
of this latest diagnosis of the American condition.
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Editorial Review

Review

"It is a small, conservative, philosophical gem, and I love it."--Amos Perlmutter

"Gottfried's book addresses multicultural ideology and its program: to fashion beliefs and behavior in
conformity with the multicultural outlook on the world, which is one of victim and victimizer. . . . His
analysis of the situation both in the United States and in western Europe is devastating and brilliant, and in
providing a precise analysis of what it is we are up against he has produced a book from which any authentic
conservative would benefit."--American Conservative

"Gottfried has seen an aspect of multiculturalism and political correctness that previous critics of these
doctrines have failed adequately to stress. He uses his insight to develop a brilliant analysis and critique of
the modern managerial and therapeutic state. . . . Gottfried has dissected the social effects of the
contemporary church better than anyone else of whom I am aware."--Mises Review

For those who can handle the truth, Paul Edward Gottfried serves as a fusion of Aristotle, Joseph de Maistre,
and Carl Schmitt. What Aristotle did for the Greek polis, Gottfried has done for the nation-states of the West.
. . . Gottfried makes a compelling case that political correctness has become a substitute for
Christianity."--Chronicles

About the Author

 

Paul Edward Gottfried is Professor of Humanities at Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania. He is the author
of After Liberalism: Mass Democracy in the Managerial State and The Search for Historical Meaning:
Hegel and the Postwar American Right.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Julia Sullivan:

The book Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy to be your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Multiculturalism and the Politics
of Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Tammy Mangold:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy
book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer involving Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy content
conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt:
Toward a Secular Theocracy is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Dewey Rascon:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt: Toward a Secular
Theocracy as your daily resource information.

Eddie Grabowski:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Multiculturalism and the Politics of
Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Multiculturalism and the Politics of Guilt: Toward a Secular Theocracy as good book but not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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