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Step-by-step lessons in building the skills needed to engage in Tibetan
Buddhist philosophical debate and that have proved successful in the college
classroom.

     Debate is the investigative technique used in Tibetan education to sharpen
analytical capacities and convey philosophical concepts. Reading and
memorization are not enough; students must be able to verbalize their
understanding and defend it under the pressure of fierce cross-examination. This
book, based on the author's successful undergraduate course in the subject, trains
readers to develop the analytical skills used in Tibetan-style debate. Making use
of sample debate exchanges and definitions and classification systems drawn
from Tibetan Buddhist debate manuals, the book shows how to challenge and
defend assertions made in the course of debate.
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Step-by-step lessons in building the skills needed to engage in Tibetan Buddhist philosophical debate
and that have proved successful in the college classroom.

     Debate is the investigative technique used in Tibetan education to sharpen analytical capacities and
convey philosophical concepts. Reading and memorization are not enough; students must be able to
verbalize their understanding and defend it under the pressure of fierce cross-examination. This book, based
on the author's successful undergraduate course in the subject, trains readers to develop the analytical skills
used in Tibetan-style debate. Making use of sample debate exchanges and definitions and classification
systems drawn from Tibetan Buddhist debate manuals, the book shows how to challenge and defend
assertions made in the course of debate.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Lucidly written with a conversational style, this book beckons you into a shining world of rational insight,
glistening with light, and reveals how to utilize the gifts of your own mind. Magnificent, highly
accessible.”—Jeffrey Hopkins, author of Meditation on Emptiness

"In the great monastic universities of Tibet, two modes of learning were central: memorization and debate.
Tibetan debate is known in the West more for its color than for its content. Daniel Perdue explains with
patient clarity just how Tibetan monastic debate works.”—Donald S. Lopez Jr., author of From Stone to
Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha

"Daniel Perdue’s book presents in a lucid and engaging manner the methods and practice of the remarkable
debate system of Tibetan monastic education. For the first time, the contemporary English reader has the
chance to experience the clarity, swiftness, and precision of thinking that the Tibetan debate training is so
famous for.”—Thupten Jinpa, principal English translator to H.H. the Dalai Lama and author of Essential
Mind Training

About the Author
DANIEL PERDUE (1950–2013), was a 1983 graduate of the University of Virginia’s prestigious PhD
program in Buddhist Studies, where he studied basic debate procedures under Lati Rinpoche, Denma Lochö
Rinpoche, and Kensur Yeshi Thupten. Perdue followed up on his study of Buddhist debate in America with
travel to Geshe Rabten’s Tharpa Choeling Monastery in Switzerland and the four main Ge-luk-ba
monasteries reestablished in India. Subsequently, he wrote a dissertation on Tibetan Buddhist
debate with thesis director Professor Jeffrey Hopkins. After graduating, he furthered his understanding of
Buddhist debate with nearly three years of additional research with Tibetan scholars exiled in India. Perdue
has taught the procedures and topics of Buddhist debate at numerous colleges, including Antioch
University’s program in Buddhist Studies in Bodh Gaya, India; Virginia Tech; North Carolina State
University; Sweet Briar College; Washington and Lee University; the College of William and Mary; James
Madison University; and Virginia Commonwealth University; as well as at Buddhist centers in America and
Europe. He is the author of Debate in Tibetan Buddhism and was a board member of the UMA Institute for
Tibetan Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Lovern:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book The Course in Buddhist Reasoning and Debate: An
Asian Approach to Analytical Thinking Drawn from Indian and Tibetan Sources has been making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The book The Course in Buddhist Reasoning and Debate: An Asian Approach to Analytical Thinking Drawn
from Indian and Tibetan Sources is not only giving you much more new information but also being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
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relationship with all the book The Course in Buddhist Reasoning and Debate: An Asian Approach to
Analytical Thinking Drawn from Indian and Tibetan Sources. You never experience lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Charles Carey:

The book The Course in Buddhist Reasoning and Debate: An Asian Approach to Analytical Thinking Drawn
from Indian and Tibetan Sources will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to
you. The book The Course in Buddhist Reasoning and Debate: An Asian Approach to Analytical Thinking
Drawn from Indian and Tibetan Sources is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Florence Williams:

The reserve with title The Course in Buddhist Reasoning and Debate: An Asian Approach to Analytical
Thinking Drawn from Indian and Tibetan Sources includes a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Doris Avey:

The particular book The Course in Buddhist Reasoning and Debate: An Asian Approach to Analytical
Thinking Drawn from Indian and Tibetan Sources has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking
over this book.
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