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A bestselling historian and political commentator reconsiders McKinley's
overshadowed legacy

By any serious measurement, bestselling historian Kevin Phillips argues, William
McKinley was a major American president. It was during his administration that
the United States made its diplomatic and military debut as a world power.
McKinley was one of eight presidents who, either in the White House or on the
battlefield, stood as principals in successful wars, and he was among the six or
seven to take office in what became recognized as a major realignment of the
U.S. party system.

Phillips, author of Wealth and Democracy and The Cousins' War, has long been
fascinated with McKinley in the context of how the GOP began each of its cycles
of power. He argues that McKinley's lackluster ratings have been sustained not
by unjust biographers but by years of criticism about his personality, indirect
methodologies, middle-class demeanor, and tactical inability to inspire the
American public. In this powerful and persuasive biography, Phillips musters
convincing evidence that McKinley's desire to heal, renew prosperity, and reunite
the country qualify him for promotion into the ranks of the best chief executives.
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A bestselling historian and political commentator reconsiders McKinley's overshadowed legacy

By any serious measurement, bestselling historian Kevin Phillips argues, William McKinley was a major
American president. It was during his administration that the United States made its diplomatic and military
debut as a world power. McKinley was one of eight presidents who, either in the White House or on the
battlefield, stood as principals in successful wars, and he was among the six or seven to take office in what
became recognized as a major realignment of the U.S. party system.

Phillips, author of Wealth and Democracy and The Cousins' War, has long been fascinated with McKinley in
the context of how the GOP began each of its cycles of power. He argues that McKinley's lackluster ratings
have been sustained not by unjust biographers but by years of criticism about his personality, indirect
methodologies, middle-class demeanor, and tactical inability to inspire the American public. In this powerful
and persuasive biography, Phillips musters convincing evidence that McKinley's desire to heal, renew
prosperity, and reunite the country qualify him for promotion into the ranks of the best chief executives.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Wasn't William McKinley the lackluster chief executive whose assassination left the dynamic Teddy
Roosevelt president? In this latest volume in the publisher's American Presidents series, historian Phillips,
author of the well-received Cousins' Wars (1999), shows us there is much more to McKinley. In fact, the
author goes so far as to insist, "By any serious measurement, William McKinley was a major American
president." Of course, Phillips is not asking that the twenty-fifth president (whose tenure ran from 1897 to
1901) be considered a first-rank chief executive, alongside Washington and Lincoln. But in this original
reevaluation, he makes a strong case for placing McKinley on the "six- or eight-president second tier."
Although Phillips sounds strained on occasion, he nevertheless convinces readers that McKinley was a
healing, renewing, and reuniting leader--a near-great president, that is. A bold, new look that, itself, deserves
a serious look. (Also see following review.) Brad Hooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“An instructive, graceful look at a neglected presidency.” ?Kirkus Reviews, starred review

About the Author

Kevin Phillips, author of Wealth and Democracy, The Cousins' War, and Arrogant Capital , is a regular
contributor to the Los Angeles Times, The New York Times Magazine, and The Washington Post and is a
commentator for CBS and National Public Radio. He also edits his own newsletter, American Political
Report. He lives in Connecticut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Berube:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of William
McKinley: The American Presidents Series: The 25th President, 1897-1901 book as starter and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jeremy Robinson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is

PDF File: William McKinley: The American Presidents Series: The 25th President, 1897-1901 3

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Read and Download Ebook William McKinley: The American Presidents Series: The 25th President, 1897-1901 PDF Public Ebook Library

you don't know what kind you should start with. This William McKinley: The American Presidents Series:
The 25th President, 1897-1901 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lorraine Bryant:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular William McKinley: The American
Presidents Series: The 25th President, 1897-1901 is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Lise Callicoat:

This William McKinley: The American Presidents Series: The 25th President, 1897-1901 is great publication
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having William McKinley: The American Presidents Series: The 25th President, 1897-
1901 in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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