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This study of disease among the native peoples of the New World before and
after 1492 challenges many widely held notions about encounters between
European and native peoples. Whereas many late twentieth century scholars
blamed the catastrophic decline of postconquest native populations on the
introduction of previously unknown infections from the Old World, Alchon
argues that the experiences of native peoples in the New World closely
resembled those of other human populations. Exposure to lethal new infections
resulted in rates of morbidity and mortality among native Americans comparable
to tose found among Old World populations.

Why then did native American populations decline by 75 to 90 percent in the
century following contact with Europeans? Why did these populations fail to
recover, in contrast to those of Africa, Asia, and Europe? Alchon points to the
practices of European colonialism. Warfare and slavery increased mortality, and
forced migrations undermined social, political, and economic institutions.

This timely study effectively overturns the notion of New World exceptionalism.
By showing that native Americans were not uniquely affected by European
diseases, Alchon also undercuts the stereotypical notion of the Americas as a new
Eden, free of disease and violence until the intrusion of germ-laden, rapacious
Europeans.
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This study of disease among the native peoples of the New World before and after 1492 challenges many
widely held notions about encounters between European and native peoples. Whereas many late twentieth
century scholars blamed the catastrophic decline of postconquest native populations on the introduction of
previously unknown infections from the Old World, Alchon argues that the experiences of native peoples in
the New World closely resembled those of other human populations. Exposure to lethal new infections
resulted in rates of morbidity and mortality among native Americans comparable to tose found among Old
World populations.

Why then did native American populations decline by 75 to 90 percent in the century following contact with
Europeans? Why did these populations fail to recover, in contrast to those of Africa, Asia, and Europe?
Alchon points to the practices of European colonialism. Warfare and slavery increased mortality, and forced
migrations undermined social, political, and economic institutions.

This timely study effectively overturns the notion of New World exceptionalism. By showing that native
Americans were not uniquely affected by European diseases, Alchon also undercuts the stereotypical notion
of the Americas as a new Eden, free of disease and violence until the intrusion of germ-laden, rapacious
Europeans.
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Editorial Review

Review
"There is much to recommend in this book. The author's synthetic and wide-ranging approach is a helpful
and welcome addition to the ongoing discussion of this important topic. . . . It would serve as excellent
adjunct reading in an undergraduate course on American historical geography."

From the Publisher
In this timely study of all the reasons for extreme declines in native populations in the New World after
colonization by Europeans, the author questions prevalent theories that exposure to Old World diseases was
the sole cause of the devastation.

From the Inside Flap
In this timely study of all the reasons for extreme declines in native populations in the New World after
colonization by Europeans, the author questions prevalent theories that exposure to Old World diseases was
the sole cause of the devastation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

This A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) usually are reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this A Pest in the Land: New World
Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) can be one of the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A Pest in the Land: New World
Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Janice Smith:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be read. A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series)
can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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Tommie Matthews:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book has
a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) will give you new
experience in reading through a book.

Starr Place:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) when you desired
it?
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