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Steve and Susan Zumdahl's books focus on helping readers build critical thinking
skills through the process of becoming independent problem-solvers. Their
philosophy is to help readers learn to "think like a chemists" so they can apply
the process of problem solving to all aspects of their lives. In CHEMISTRY: AN
ATOMS FIRST APPROACH, the Zumdahls use a meaningful approach that
begins with the atom and proceeds through the concept of molecules, structure,
and bonding, to more complex materials and their properties. This approach
encourages readers to focus on conceptual learning early in the course, rather
than relying on memorization and a "plug and chug" method of problem solving
that even the best learners can fall back on when confronted with familiar
material. The Atoms First organization provides an opportunity for readers to use
the tools of critical thinkers: to ask questions, to apply rules and models and to
evaluate outcomes.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Steve Zumdahl is the author of market-leading textbooks in introductory chemistry, general chemistry,
honors-level chemistry, and high school chemistry. Recently retired from his long-time position as Director
of Undergraduate Programs at the University of Illinois, he has received numerous awards for his
contributions to chemical education. These include the National Catalyst Award in recognition of his
contribution to chemical education, the University of Illinois Teaching Award, the UIUC Liberal Arts and
Sciences Advising Award, and the School of Chemical Sciences Teaching Award (five times). He earned his
B.S. in Chemistry from Wheaton College (IL), and his Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.

Susan A. Zumdahl earned a B.S. and M.A. in Chemistry at California State University--Fullerton. She has
taught science and mathematics at all levels, including middle school, high school, community college, and
university. She is past director of the Merit Program for Emerging Scholars in Chemistry at the University of
Illinois. In addition, she spearheaded the development of a sophisticated web-based electronic homework
system for chemistry and is co-author on several chemistry textbooks.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Chemistry: An
Atoms First Approach? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Gerald James:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Chemistry: An Atoms First Approach, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.
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Beulah Chavez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Chemistry: An Atoms First
Approach, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Wesley Baker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Chemistry: An Atoms First Approach book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Chemistry: An Atoms First Approach as good
book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book
by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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