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The Correspondence of John Wallis (1616 -1703) is a critically acclaimed
resource in the history of early modern science. Volume IV covers the period
from 1672 to April 1675 and contains over eighty previously unpublished letters.
It documents Wallis's role in the crucial debate over the method of tangents
involving figures such as Sluse, James Gregory, Hudde, Barrow, Newton, and
Christiaan Huygens. In this way it illuminates further an important part of the
history
of the calculus.

Wallis's letters also provide valuable new insights into mathematical book
production and the importance of the international exchange of books in the
growth and dissemination of mathematical knowledge. We learn more about the
part played by the intelligencer John Collins and the astronomer royal John
Flamsteed in the edition of Jeremiah Horrox's Opera posthuma, published by
Wallis in 1673. There are also new insights on the background to Wallis's early
work on equations, and the reasons why he
criticized Gaston Pardies's proposed tract on motion. The causes of the
breakdown in Wallis's epistolary relation to Christiaan Huygens following the
publication of the Horologium oscillatorium in 1673 are also revealed.

Many letters reflect Wallis's active involvement in the Royal Society. Through
the medium of correspondence the Savilian professor participated in numerous
debates such as those over the anomalous suspension of mercury in the
Torricellian tube or Hevelius's use of plain sights in positional astronomy. The
volume allows us to gain a deeper understanding of the background to these
debates. Furthermore, the volume throws important new light on the history of
the University of Oxford and of the
University Press in the early modern period. As keeper of the University
Archives, Wallis was one of the institution's highest officers. Scarcely any event
of note concerning the University did not require his involvement in some way,
and this is reflected in numerous letters and documents which the
volume publishes for the first time.
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The Correspondence of John Wallis (1616 -1703) is a critically acclaimed resource in the history of early
modern science. Volume IV covers the period from 1672 to April 1675 and contains over eighty previously
unpublished letters. It documents Wallis's role in the crucial debate over the method of tangents involving
figures such as Sluse, James Gregory, Hudde, Barrow, Newton, and Christiaan Huygens. In this way it
illuminates further an important part of the history
of the calculus.

Wallis's letters also provide valuable new insights into mathematical book production and the importance of
the international exchange of books in the growth and dissemination of mathematical knowledge. We learn
more about the part played by the intelligencer John Collins and the astronomer royal John Flamsteed in the
edition of Jeremiah Horrox's Opera posthuma, published by Wallis in 1673. There are also new insights on
the background to Wallis's early work on equations, and the reasons why he
criticized Gaston Pardies's proposed tract on motion. The causes of the breakdown in Wallis's epistolary
relation to Christiaan Huygens following the publication of the Horologium oscillatorium in 1673 are also
revealed.

Many letters reflect Wallis's active involvement in the Royal Society. Through the medium of
correspondence the Savilian professor participated in numerous debates such as those over the anomalous
suspension of mercury in the Torricellian tube or Hevelius's use of plain sights in positional astronomy. The
volume allows us to gain a deeper understanding of the background to these debates. Furthermore, the
volume throws important new light on the history of the University of Oxford and of the
University Press in the early modern period. As keeper of the University Archives, Wallis was one of the
institution's highest officers. Scarcely any event of note concerning the University did not require his
involvement in some way, and this is reflected in numerous letters and documents which the
volume publishes for the first time.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The publication of Wallis's correspondence is clearly a massive undertaking, but an incredibly valuable
one." --MAA Reviews

"This volume will doubtless be a significant source for historians of mathematics and physics, and anyone
concerned with the scientific developments in seventeenth-century Europe. As is the case with the previous
volumes in this series ... the editors' technical apparatus is exemplary in its thoroughness, and the brief
biographies of correspondents are most welcome." --MathSciNet

About the Author

Philip Beeley, Research Fellow, Faculty of History and Linacre College, Oxford,Christoph J. Scriba,
Professor Emeritus, University of Hamburg

Philip Beeley is Research Fellow in the Faculty of History and Fellow of Linacre College, Oxford. He has
formerly held teaching and research posts at the Technical University Berlin, and at the universities of
Hamburg and Munster, where he was associate editor of the Academy Edition of Leibniz's philosophical
writings.

Christoph J. Scriba was Emeritus Professor at the University of Hamburg. After teaching for some years at
universities in the USA and Toronto, and holding a research fellowship in Oxford, he became professor for
the history of science at the Technical University Berlin (1969-75) and University of Hamburg (1975-95).
He died in 2013.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antonio Beeler:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Correspondence of John Wallis (1616-1703): Volume IV
(1672-April 1675): 4 (The Correspondence of John Wallis 1616-1703). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Correspondence of John
Wallis (1616-1703): Volume IV (1672-April 1675): 4 (The Correspondence of John Wallis 1616-1703). You
can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
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library. Let's learn.

James Rodriguez:

Typically the book Correspondence of John Wallis (1616-1703): Volume IV (1672-April 1675): 4 (The
Correspondence of John Wallis 1616-1703) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Albert Fragoso:

You will get this Correspondence of John Wallis (1616-1703): Volume IV (1672-April 1675): 4 (The
Correspondence of John Wallis 1616-1703) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Warner Gomez:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Correspondence of John Wallis (1616-1703): Volume IV (1672-
April 1675): 4 (The Correspondence of John Wallis 1616-1703) can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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