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Based upon the author’s own successful workshops, Drawing for the Absolute
and Utter Beginner helps new artists create competent, often eloquent drawings.
A series of progressive lessons demonstrates such essential skills as recording
edges, creating dimension, adding accuracy, developing value, balancing
compositional elements, and drawing the human face, both frontal and profile
views. Step by step, readers learn how to create a reasonable likeness of an object
and give it spatial depth using such simple black-and-white mediums as pens,
pencils, charcoal, and graphite wash. Inspirational examples and tips for success
from beginning students who have worked on the same material confirm readers’
successes, and allow readers to consider the advice and impressions of others at
the same level.
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Based upon the author’s own successful workshops, Drawing for the Absolute and Utter Beginner helps new
artists create competent, often eloquent drawings. A series of progressive lessons demonstrates such essential
skills as recording edges, creating dimension, adding accuracy, developing value, balancing compositional
elements, and drawing the human face, both frontal and profile views. Step by step, readers learn how to
create a reasonable likeness of an object and give it spatial depth using such simple black-and-white
mediums as pens, pencils, charcoal, and graphite wash. Inspirational examples and tips for success from
beginning students who have worked on the same material confirm readers’ successes, and allow readers to
consider the advice and impressions of others at the same level.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Claire Watson Garcia is a faculty member at Silvermine School of Art in New Canaan, CT. Her “Absolute
and Utter Beginner” courses and workshops geared toward beginning artists have been popular for 20 years.
She lives in Ridgefield, CT.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
As you add values to your sketches, they will gain a sense of dimension and weight. They may look less like
fleeting impressions and more like solid objects, especially at a distance. The more time you spend adding
visual information to your drawing, the closer you get to creating a study. The name itself implies that the
artist has spent time closely observing the object. This scrutiny may result in more substantial, solid-looking
drawings, with more detail and refined technique. The major differences between sketch and study are that in
creating a study, more time is spent at a slower pace, adding a greater amount of detail, with more refined
value application

Take Your Time
Many beginners wonder if they're taking too long. It's not how long you take; it's how long the drawing
takes. Just stay with it until it feels and looks finished-- to you. 
If your sketches are developing into studies, or you'd like them to, add the following points to your drawing
approach. For creating a study:
-Slow your pace.
-Break up contour lines into smaller overlapping lines.
-Keep your pencil in closer contact with the paper surface.
-Fill in values with greater precision.
-Add more detail.
-Evaluate each area more frequently.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Demar:

The book Drawing for the Absolute and Utter Beginner can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Drawing
for the Absolute and Utter Beginner? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that
will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Drawing for the Absolute and Utter Beginner has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.
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Danny Floyd:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Drawing for the
Absolute and Utter Beginner is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Adam Tonn:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Drawing for the Absolute and Utter Beginner your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get prior to. The Drawing for the Absolute and Utter Beginner giving you one more experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Tommy Wright:

Beside this Drawing for the Absolute and Utter Beginner in your phone, it can give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Drawing for the Absolute and Utter Beginner because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!
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