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Time is ticking as the countdown to total school demolition continues. But in
addition to deciphering maritime clues that could save the building, Ben Pratt and
his friend Jill have to stay one step ahead of Lyman, the snake posing as the
school janitor—who will do anything to preserve the $30 million development
deal that pays his salary.

The second book in this riveting six-book series is as action-packed as the first
one, culminating in a faceoff between Ben and Lyman. “After five bells sound,
time to sit down” makes for a good riddle, but Ben also knows when it’s time to
stand up…for Oakes School and for himself.
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Time is ticking as the countdown to total school demolition continues. But in addition to deciphering
maritime clues that could save the building, Ben Pratt and his friend Jill have to stay one step ahead of
Lyman, the snake posing as the school janitor—who will do anything to preserve the $30 million
development deal that pays his salary.

The second book in this riveting six-book series is as action-packed as the first one, culminating in a faceoff
between Ben and Lyman. “After five bells sound, time to sit down” makes for a good riddle, but Ben also
knows when it’s time to stand up…for Oakes School and for himself.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 3-6–Although this book is a satisfying read by itself, the story will make more sense to readers familiar
with We the Children (S & S, 2010). Benjamin Pratt and his friend Jill are trying to find the clues that will
keep their 200-year-old school from being torn down and replaced by a theme park. Ben goes to the funeral
of Mr. Keane, the janitor who died in the first book, where he meets Tom Benton, who held the job before
Mr. Keane. The janitor's widow gives Ben a large set of keys, and he and Jill solve the clue, "after five bells
sound, time to sit down" and find a codicil from Duncan Oakes, founder of the school, that might change
everything. The current janitor is stalking Ben and Jill and taunts them with the fact that in three weeks the
building will be demolished. Expressive pen-and-ink illustrations add detail and excitement to the adventure,
including the clues and coins found. Solid writing, likable characters, danger, a seaside setting, and now
treasure will make readers eager for the third installment.Debbie Hoskins, Grand Rapids Public Library, MI
© Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
In this second installment of the Keepers of the School series, Benjamin Pratt and his friend Jill make new
contacts and uncover more clues in their effort to save their historic New England school from amusement-
park developers. As the plot unrolls, the villain, a school janitor who actually works for the developers, is
revealed to be even more unsavory than the kids initially suspected, and Benjamin becomes friends with
another, retired janitor, who turns out to be a valuable source of information. Clements cleverly weaves his
clues together, creating an intriguing, suspenseful multipart mystery. Grades 4-6. --Todd Morning

Review
Gr 3-6-Although this book is a satisfying read by itself, the story will make more sense to readers familiar
with We the Children (S & S, 2010). Benjamin Pratt and his friend Jill are trying to find the clues that will
keep their 200-year-old school from being torn down and replaced by a theme park. Ben goes to the funeral
of Mr. Keane, the janitor who died in the first book, where he meets Tom Benton, who held the job before
Mr. Keane. The janitor's widow gives Ben a large set of keys, and he and Jill solve the clue, "after five bells
sound, time to sit down" and find a codicil from Duncan Oakes, founder of the school, that might change
everything. The current janitor is stalking Ben and Jill and taunts them with the fact that in three weeks the
building will be demolished. Expressive pen-and-ink illustrations add detail and excitement to the adventure,
including the clues and coins found. Solid writing, likable characters, danger, a seaside setting, and now
treasure will make readers eager for the third installment.-Debbie Hoskins, Grand Rapids Public Library, MI

"- SLJ Sept "2"010"

Working frantically to save their historic school from the wrecking ball scheduled in three weeks, sixth
graders Ben Pratt and Jill Acton find the first of five safeguards planted more than 200 years earlier, an ally
and treasure that may also help their cause. The story opens immediately after Ben has saved his arch
enemy's life, and readers will need to be familiar with We the Children (2010), the first in this planned six-
volume series, to identify the characters and understand their relationships. Like that title, this is fast-paced
and full of intriguing details ranging from clues leading to a hidden document and antique coins to the story
of Horatio at the bridge and references to Jack London. Ben alternates between parents; in the first book he
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was living on his father's sailboat, so this week, he's home with his mother. Janitor Lyman continues to
threaten, and even Jill seems nervous. The Massachusetts seaside setting takes a back seat to the increasing
tension. Readers who've begun this well-written, modern kid-power mystery series will be glad to see this
and eager for more. - "KIRKUS, "November 15, 2010

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will
want this Fear Itself (Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the School).

Keith Smith:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Fear Itself (Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the School) book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer associated with Fear Itself (Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the School) content conveys the
idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Fear Itself (Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the
School) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Noah Hansell:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Fear Itself
(Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the School) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer
in this era. Often the book untitled Fear Itself (Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the School)is the main one
of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world with this book.

David Sayre:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
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ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Fear Itself (Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the School), you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.
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