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Iconic Designs is a beautifully designed and illustrated guide to fifty classic
'things' – designs that we find in the city, in our homes and offices, on page and
screen, and in our everyday lives. In her introduction, Grace Lees-Maffei
explores the idea of iconicity and what makes a design 'iconic', and fifty essays
by leading design and cultural critics address the development of each iconic
'thing', its innovative and unique qualities, and its journey to classic status.

Subjects range from the late 19th century to the present day, and include the
Sydney Opera House, the Post-It Note, Coco Chanel's classic suit, the Sony
Walkman™, Hello Kitty™, Helvetica, the Ford Model T, Harry Beck's
diagrammatic map of the London Underground and the Apple iMac G3.

This handsome volume provides a treasure trove of 'stories' that will shed new
light on the iconic designs that we use without thinking, aspire to possess, love or
hate (or love to hate) and which form part of the fabric of our everyday lives.
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Iconic Designs is a beautifully designed and illustrated guide to fifty classic 'things' – designs that we find in
the city, in our homes and offices, on page and screen, and in our everyday lives. In her introduction, Grace
Lees-Maffei explores the idea of iconicity and what makes a design 'iconic', and fifty essays by leading
design and cultural critics address the development of each iconic 'thing', its innovative and unique qualities,
and its journey to classic status.

Subjects range from the late 19th century to the present day, and include the Sydney Opera House, the Post-
It Note, Coco Chanel's classic suit, the Sony Walkman™, Hello Kitty™, Helvetica, the Ford Model T, Harry
Beck's diagrammatic map of the London Underground and the Apple iMac G3.

This handsome volume provides a treasure trove of 'stories' that will shed new light on the iconic designs that
we use without thinking, aspire to possess, love or hate (or love to hate) and which form part of the fabric of
our everyday lives.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This survey of iconic designs predominantly from the mid-19th century to the present is mainly focused on
objects from the US and Europe. The designs represent a wide range of creative achievement, including
architecture, engineering, industrial design, graphic design, and fashion ... Iconic Designs opens with a
thought-provoking essay regarding the term iconic and how it should be applied to manufactured
commodities ... by providing insights into iconic designs, this book informs readers' understanding of design
beyond the examples provided, and the bibliography offers opportunities to delve more deeply into the
discussion of design excellence. Summing Up: Recommended. All readership levels.” ?C. B. Cannon,
Brand Library and Art Center, CHOICE

About the Author

Grace Lees-Maffei is Reader in Design History in the School of Creative Arts at the University of
Hertfordshire, UK and is co-editor of The Design History Reader (Bloomsbury 2010) and Made in Italy
(Bloomsbury 2013). She is also the editor of Writing Design (Bloomsbury 2011) and Design at Home
(2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Iconic Designs: 50 Stories
about 50 Things is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Daniele Chambers:

This book untitled Iconic Designs: 50 Stories about 50 Things to be one of several books that will best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the
e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Madeline Pastrana:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Iconic Designs: 50 Stories about 50 Things
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is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Todd Apperson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Iconic
Designs: 50 Stories about 50 Things.
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