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This volume brings together more than three decades of research and writings by
Professor Ramesh Thakur on the challenges posed by nuclear weapons.

Following an introduction to the current nuclear state of play, the book addresses
the challenge of nuclear weapons in three parts. Part I describes the scholar-
practitioner interface in trying to come to grips with this challenge, the main
policy impact on security strategy, and the various future nuclear scenarios. Part
II addresses regional nuclear challenges from the South Pacific to East, South
and West Asia and thereby highlights serious deficiencies in the normative
architecture of the nuclear arms control and disarmament regime. In the third and
final part, the chapters discuss regional nuclear-weapon-free zones, NPT
anomalies (and their implications for the future of the nuclear arms control
regime) and, finally, assess the global governance architecture of nuclear security
in light of the three Nuclear Security Summits between 2010 and 2014. The
concluding chapter argues for moving towards a world of progressively reduced
nuclear weapons in numbers, reduced salience of nuclear weapons in national
security doctrines and deployments, and, ultimately, a denuclearized world.

This book will be of much interest to students of nuclear proliferation, global
governance, international organisations, diplomacy and security studies.
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This volume brings together more than three decades of research and writings by Professor Ramesh Thakur
on the challenges posed by nuclear weapons.

Following an introduction to the current nuclear state of play, the book addresses the challenge of nuclear
weapons in three parts. Part I describes the scholar-practitioner interface in trying to come to grips with this
challenge, the main policy impact on security strategy, and the various future nuclear scenarios. Part II
addresses regional nuclear challenges from the South Pacific to East, South and West Asia and thereby
highlights serious deficiencies in the normative architecture of the nuclear arms control and disarmament
regime. In the third and final part, the chapters discuss regional nuclear-weapon-free zones, NPT anomalies
(and their implications for the future of the nuclear arms control regime) and, finally, assess the global
governance architecture of nuclear security in light of the three Nuclear Security Summits between 2010 and
2014. The concluding chapter argues for moving towards a world of progressively reduced nuclear weapons
in numbers, reduced salience of nuclear weapons in national security doctrines and deployments, and,
ultimately, a denuclearized world.

This book will be of much interest to students of nuclear proliferation, global governance, international
organisations, diplomacy and security studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Ramesh Thakur is the most comprehensive thinker on nuclear disarmament active today. Nuanced
and sensitive to the underlying security dilemmas and political forces, his perspective elevates
disarmament beyond familiar cliches, placing it at the core of security policy. His work should be part
of any discussion of disarmament imperatives and prospects.' ---Aaron Karp, Old Dominion University

'Ramesh Thakur is one of the few internationally renowned authors who has written on nuclear
weapon issues in a coherent, consistent and cogent manner so that the most complex issues are
presented to both the academic and the general reader objectively and lucidly...this is an indispensable
volume for students, diplomats and the general reader as a framework of reference on one of most
vital issue of our times' --- Jayantha Dhanapala, former UN Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament
Affairs 1998–2003

'This essay collection consolidates Ramesh Thakur's reputation as one of the most knowledgeable and
eloquent world authorities on nuclear weapons issues, showcasing nearly 30 years of outstanding
scholarship and addressing some of the most serious challenges that have confronted the nuclear non-
proliferation regime. It will appeal to any reader seeking a lively, balanced and well-informed analysis
of the nuclear past, and concerned – as we all must be – for the nuclear future' --- Gareth Evans,
Convenor, Asia Pacific Leadership Network (APLN) and Co-Chair, International Commission (ICNND) on
Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament

‘From his perch at universities in Australia, Canada and New Zealand, and with the United Nations in
Tokyo, Ramesh Thakur has been thinking and writing on nuclear arms control and disarmament for
close to three decades. There will be few better guides to the topic, especially as it shapes Asia’s
geopolitics. His deep learning and key insights are channelled into the commitment to eliminate the
scourge of nuclear weapons from the world. Few nuclear-armed countries are spared critical scrutiny.
A rare and welcome blend of analysis and advocacy, scholarship and policy, and realism and vision’ --
Kishore Mahbubani, National University of Singapore, Singapore

'Ramesh Thakur has written extensively on issues of nuclear disarmament and arms control. In these
collected essays, the first from 1986 and the latest from 2014, he sustains a consistent voice, eloquent
and extremely well informed.'--Lawrence Freedman, International Affairs, January 2016 

'Ramesh Thakur is a leading expert on nuclear weapons … all readers will benefit from a careful
examination of the rigorous argumentation that characterizes this volume.' -- Scott Wisor, Global
Governance, January

About the Author

Ramesh Thakur is Director of the Centre for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament in the Crawford
School of Public Policy, The Australian National University. A former United Nations Assistant Secretary-
General, he is the Editor-in-Chief of Global Governance and the author/editor of 50 books and 400 journal
articles and book chapters, including, most recently, The Group of Twenty (G20) (Routledge, 2013); Nuclear
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Weapons: The State of Play (2013); and The Oxford Handbook of Modern Diplomacy (2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kelli Ross:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book Nuclear Weapons and International Security: Collected
Essays (Routledge Global Security Studies) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Nuclear Weapons and
International Security: Collected Essays (Routledge Global Security Studies) is not only giving you more
new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Nuclear Weapons and International Security:
Collected Essays (Routledge Global Security Studies). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Bill Kelly:

This Nuclear Weapons and International Security: Collected Essays (Routledge Global Security Studies)
book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive
by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Nuclear Weapons and International Security:
Collected Essays (Routledge Global Security Studies) without we understand teach the one who studying it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Nuclear Weapons and International
Security: Collected Essays (Routledge Global Security Studies) can bring any time you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Nuclear Weapons and International Security: Collected Essays (Routledge Global Security
Studies) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Fleeman:

Often the book Nuclear Weapons and International Security: Collected Essays (Routledge Global Security
Studies) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book.
That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Ruth Vazquez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
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