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For nearly two thousand years, the future was a realm reserved for prophets,
poets, astrologers, and practitioners of deliberative rhetoric. Then in 1659 the
French writer Jacques Guttin published his romance Epigone, which carried the
subtitle "the history of the future century." Unlike the stories of space travel that
were popular at the time, or the tales of travel to distant earthly lands which had
long been a familiar literary genre, Guttin's romance described human societies
displaced by time as well as by space and heroes not of his own day but of a
future age.

Paul Alkon's Origins of Futuristic Fiction examines the earliest works of prose
fiction set in future time, the forgotten writings of the seventeenth, eighteenth,
and nineteenth centuries that are the precursors of such well-known masterpieces
of the form as H.G. Wells's The Time Machine, Aldous Huxley's Brave New
World, and George Orwell's 1984. The first secular story to break the imaginative
barrier against tales of the future, Epigone marked the emergence of a form
unknown to classical, medieval, or renaissance literature. Guttin's courageous
displacement of narrative into future time was followed by writers such as
Samuel Madden, Louis-Sebastien Mercier, Cousin de Granville, Mary Shelley,
and Emile Souvestre, who wrote books with such titles as Memoirs of the
Twentieth Century, The Year 2440, The Last Man, and The World As It Will Be.

Most extraordinary, though, may be Felix Bodin's great metafictional Le roman
de l'avenir, "the novel of the future." Both a narrative of the future and a poetics
of the new genre, this book identified in the previous isolated works set in future
time a situation rarely encountered in literary history, in which the possibility for
a new form clearly existed without yet being altogether achieved. In the
introduction to his uncompleted novel, Bodin presented his vision of the
futuristic novel as a literature of realism, morality, and fantasy. His remarkably
astute attempt to define the aesthetics of a major transformation in the relation
between literature and time still stands as the basis for the poetics of futuristic
fiction.

Tracing the early literary history of what became a major form of modern fiction,
Origins of Futuristic Fiction examines the key works of the earliest writers of the
genre not for what they betray of past expectations but for what they reveal about
the formal problems that needed to be resolved before tales of the future could
achieve their full power in the works of later novelists.
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For nearly two thousand years, the future was a realm reserved for prophets, poets, astrologers, and
practitioners of deliberative rhetoric. Then in 1659 the French writer Jacques Guttin published his romance
Epigone, which carried the subtitle "the history of the future century." Unlike the stories of space travel that
were popular at the time, or the tales of travel to distant earthly lands which had long been a familiar literary
genre, Guttin's romance described human societies displaced by time as well as by space and heroes not of
his own day but of a future age.

Paul Alkon's Origins of Futuristic Fiction examines the earliest works of prose fiction set in future time, the
forgotten writings of the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries that are the precursors of such
well-known masterpieces of the form as H.G. Wells's The Time Machine, Aldous Huxley's Brave New
World, and George Orwell's 1984. The first secular story to break the imaginative barrier against tales of the
future, Epigone marked the emergence of a form unknown to classical, medieval, or renaissance literature.
Guttin's courageous displacement of narrative into future time was followed by writers such as Samuel
Madden, Louis-Sebastien Mercier, Cousin de Granville, Mary Shelley, and Emile Souvestre, who wrote
books with such titles as Memoirs of the Twentieth Century, The Year 2440, The Last Man, and The World
As It Will Be.

Most extraordinary, though, may be Felix Bodin's great metafictional Le roman de l'avenir, "the novel of the
future." Both a narrative of the future and a poetics of the new genre, this book identified in the previous
isolated works set in future time a situation rarely encountered in literary history, in which the possibility for
a new form clearly existed without yet being altogether achieved. In the introduction to his uncompleted
novel, Bodin presented his vision of the futuristic novel as a literature of realism, morality, and fantasy. His
remarkably astute attempt to define the aesthetics of a major transformation in the relation between literature
and time still stands as the basis for the poetics of futuristic fiction.

Tracing the early literary history of what became a major form of modern fiction, Origins of Futuristic
Fiction examines the key works of the earliest writers of the genre not for what they betray of past
expectations but for what they reveal about the formal problems that needed to be resolved before tales of the
future could achieve their full power in the works of later novelists.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Alkon's book will be, of course, essential reading for scholars of science fiction and of utopian literature.
But it should also be of interest to more general literary scholars for the original, detailed, and historical
shape it gives to basic arguments about the priority of genre."--"Modern Philology"

"Alkon's book provides a great service to all literary historians of this genre. As such, it is sure to stimulate a
host of additional studies (typological and others) of these almost-forgotten 'futures of the past.'"--"Science
Fiction Studies"

"An excellent literary history . . . Alkon has made a considerable contribution to literary history, one that
grows out of, but is also limited by, his methods and assumptions and the skill and clarity with which he
employs them."--"Studies in the Novel"

"This book has the great merit of generating interest in a group of texts which stand outside the accepted
canon of French literature."--"French Studies"

About the Author
Paul K. Alkon is Leo S. Bing Professor Emeritus of English and American Literature, University of Southern
California, Los Angeles. He is the author of five books including "Defoe and Fictional Time" (Georgia),
"Science Fiction before 1900," and "Winston Churchill's Imagination."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucy Fletcher:

This Origins of Futuristic Fiction tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason of this Origins of Futuristic Fiction can be one of the great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that possibly
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Origins of
Futuristic Fiction forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Julia Hale:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Origins of Futuristic Fiction this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
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analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Brian Mejia:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is referred to as of book Origins of Futuristic Fiction. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Blair Chappell:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Origins of Futuristic Fiction we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Origins of Futuristic
Fiction. You can more inviting than now.
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