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The United Nations in the 21st Century provides a comprehensive yet accessible
introduction to the United Nations, exploring the historical, institutional, and
theoretical foundations of the UN. This popular text for courses on international
organizations and international relations also discusses the political complexities
facing the organization today.

Thoroughly revised throughout, the fifth edition focuses on major trends since
2012, including changing power dynamics, increasing threats to peace and
security, and the growing challenges of climate change and sustainability. It
examines the proliferating public-private partnerships involving the UN and the
debates over reforming the Security Council and the Secretary-General selection
process. This edition also includes new case studies on peacekeeping and the use
of force in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Mali, transnational terrorism
and the emergence of ISIS, the Security Council's failure to act in Syria, the
Syrian and global refugee/migrant crisis, and the conclusion of the Millennium
Development Goals and framing of the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for Prior Editions

“The authors present a solid case that unless the UN reforms to meet ‘the demands for governance and the
challenges of diminished sovereignty…' it will become increasingly irrelevant. . . . [The book] provides
ample information on the dynamics of the 21st century world politics that have shaped the role of the UN.”
—International Journal on World Peace

“This text presents a comprehensive study of the prospects and challenges for the United Nations in the
twenty-first century. It is essential reading for anyone interested in international organization and global
politics. The accessible and engaging writing makes it ideal for classroom use.” —Meena Bose, Hofstra
University

“...The United Nations in the 21st Century provides a thorough and accessible overview of the world's
preeminent international organization. It is updated to include the most recent global challenges, from
terrorism to piracy to global warming, and to reflect the importance of new players on the international
scene. Mingst and Karns provide historical background and a detailed description of the UN system's many
institutions and actors. I have used earlier editions for my undergraduate courses and am eager to adopt this
new-and-improved version.” —Alexander Thompson, Ohio State University

From the Back Cover
"Praise for Previous Editions"
This text presents a comprehensive study of the prospects and challenges for the United Nations in the
twenty-first century. It is essential reading for anyone interested in international organization and global
politics. The accessible and engaging writing makes it ideal for classroom use. Meena Bose, Hofstra
University
The authors present a solid case that unless the UN reforms to meet the demands for governance and the
challenges of diminished sovereignty . . . it will become increasingly irrelevant. . . . [The book] provides
ample information on the dynamics of the 21st century world politics that have shaped the role of the UN.
"International Journal on World Peace"
"The United Nations in the 21st Century" provides a comprehensive yet accessible introduction to the United
Nations, exploring the historical, institutional, and theoretical foundations of the UN. This popular text for
courses on international organizations and international relations also discusses the political complexities
facing the organization today.
Thoroughly revised throughout, the fifth edition focuses on major trends since 2012, including changing
power dynamics, increasing threats to peace and security, and the growing challenges of climate change and
sustainability. It examines the proliferating public-private partnerships involving the UN and the debates
over reforming the Security Council and the Secretary-General selection process. This edition also includes
new case studies on peacekeeping and the use of force in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Mali,
transnational terrorism and the emergence of ISIS, the Security Council s failure to act in Syria, the Syrian
and global refugee/migrant crisis, and the conclusion of the Millennium Development Goals and framing of
the Sustainable Development Goals.
Karen A. Mingst is professor emerita, Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce and
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Department of Political Science, University of Kentucky.
Margaret P. Karns is professor emerita of political science, University of Dayton, and visiting professor,
Department of Conflict Resolution, Human Security and Global Governance, John W. McCormack Graduate
School of Policy and Global Studies, University of Massachusetts Boston.
Alynna J. Lyon is associate professor of political science at the University of New Hampshire."

About the Author

Karen A. Mingst is Lockwood Chair Professor, Patterson School of Diplomacy and International
Commerce and Department of Political Science, University of Kentucky.

Margaret P. Karns is Professor Emerita of Political Science, University of Dayton and Visiting Professor,
Department of Conflict Resolution, Human Security and Global Governance, The McCormack Graduate
School, University of Massachusetts Boston.

Alynna J. Lyon is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of New Hampshire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The United Nations in the 21st Century (Dilemmas in World
Politics). Try to stumble through book The United Nations in the 21st Century (Dilemmas in World Politics)
as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Roy Matsumoto:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what type you should start with. This The United Nations in the 21st Century (Dilemmas
in World Politics) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Frank Arnett:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
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happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The United Nations in
the 21st Century (Dilemmas in World Politics) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Jackie Armstrong:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The United Nations in the 21st Century (Dilemmas in
World Politics) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have point that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The United Nations in
the 21st Century (Dilemmas in World Politics).
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