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This anthology brings togethere in convenient form a rich selection of Japanese
poetry in traditional genres dating back from the earliest times to the twentieth
century. With more than 1,100 poems, it is the most varied and comprehensive
selection of traditional Japanese poetry now available in English.
Ezra Pound called poetry "the most concentrated form of verbal expression," and
the great poets of Japan wrote poems as charged and compressed as poems can
be. The Japanese language, with its few consonates and even fewer vowels, did
not lend itself to expansive forms, making small seem better and perhaps more
powerful. There is also the historical context in which Japanese poetry
developed?the highly refined society of the early courts of Nara and Kyoto. In
this setting, poetry came to be used as much for communication between lovers
and friends as for artistic expression, and a tradition of cryptic statement evolved,
with notes passed from sleeve to sleeve or conundrums exchanged furtively in
the night.
Add to this the high sense of decorum that dominated court society for centuries,
and you have the conditions that led to the development of the classical uta (also
referred to as tanka or waka), the thrity-one-syllable form that acts as the
foundation for virtually all poetry written in Japanese between 850 and 1900.
In choosing poems, the compiler has given priority to authors and works gnerally
acknowledged as of great artistic and/or historical importance by Japanese
scholars. For this reason, major poets such as Kakinomoto no Hitomaro, Izumi
Shikibu, Saigyo, and Matsuo Basho are particualarly important collections such
as Man'yoshu, Kokinshu, and Shin kokinshu. In addtion, the volume also
contains samplings from genres such as the poetic diary, linked verse, Chinese
forms, and comic verse.
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This anthology brings togethere in convenient form a rich selection of Japanese poetry in traditional genres
dating back from the earliest times to the twentieth century. With more than 1,100 poems, it is the most
varied and comprehensive selection of traditional Japanese poetry now available in English.
Ezra Pound called poetry "the most concentrated form of verbal expression," and the great poets of Japan
wrote poems as charged and compressed as poems can be. The Japanese language, with its few consonates
and even fewer vowels, did not lend itself to expansive forms, making small seem better and perhaps more
powerful. There is also the historical context in which Japanese poetry developed?the highly refined society
of the early courts of Nara and Kyoto. In this setting, poetry came to be used as much for communication
between lovers and friends as for artistic expression, and a tradition of cryptic statement evolved, with notes
passed from sleeve to sleeve or conundrums exchanged furtively in the night.
Add to this the high sense of decorum that dominated court society for centuries, and you have the conditions
that led to the development of the classical uta (also referred to as tanka or waka), the thrity-one-syllable
form that acts as the foundation for virtually all poetry written in Japanese between 850 and 1900.
In choosing poems, the compiler has given priority to authors and works gnerally acknowledged as of great
artistic and/or historical importance by Japanese scholars. For this reason, major poets such as Kakinomoto
no Hitomaro, Izumi Shikibu, Saigyo, and Matsuo Basho are particualarly important collections such as
Man'yoshu, Kokinshu, and Shin kokinshu. In addtion, the volume also contains samplings from genres such
as the poetic diary, linked verse, Chinese forms, and comic verse.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)

From the Inside Flap

This anthology brings togethere in convenient form a rich selection of Japanese poetry in traditional genres
dating back from the earliest times to the twentieth century. With more than 1,100 poems, it is the most
varied and comprehensive selection of traditional Japanese poetry now available in English.
Ezra Pound called poetry “the most concentrated form of verbal expression,” and the great poets of Japan
wrote poems as charged and compressed as poems can be. The Japanese language, with its few consonates
and even fewer vowels, did not lend itself to expansive forms, making small seem better and perhaps more
powerful. There is also the historical context in which Japanese poetry developed—the highly refined society
of the early courts of Nara and Kyoto. In this setting, poetry came to be used as much for communication
between lovers and friends as for artistic expression, and a tradition of cryptic statement evolved, with notes
passed from sleeve to sleeve or conundrums exchanged furtively in the night.
Add to this the high sense of decorum that dominated court society for centuries, and you have the conditions
that led to the development of the classical uta

(also referred to as tanka

or waka

), the thrity-one-syllable form that acts as the foundation for virtually all poetry written in Japanese between
850 and 1900.
In choosing poems, the compiler has given priority to authors and works gnerally acknowledged as of great
artistic and/or historical importance by Japanese scholars. For this reason, major poets such as Kakinomoto
no Hitomaro, Izumi Shikibu, Saigyo, and Matsuo Basho are particualarly important collections such as
Man’yoshu, Kokinshu, and Shin kokinshu. In addtion, the volume also contains samplings from genres such
as the poetic diary, linked verse, Chinese forms, and comic verse.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Sudduth:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology. Try to stumble through book
Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.
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Mark Hernandez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Traditional Japanese Poetry:
An Anthology is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Charles Trask:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One
of them is this Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology.

Roberta Anglin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
previous to. The Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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