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In an Abusive State puts forth a powerful argument: that the feminist campaign to
stop sexual violence has entered into a problematic alliance with the neoliberal
state. Kristin Bumiller chronicles the evolution of this alliance by examining the
history of the anti-violence campaign, the production of cultural images about
sexual violence, professional discourses on intimate violence, and the everyday
lives of battered women. She also scrutinizes the rhetoric of high-profile rape
trials and the expansion of feminist concerns about sexual violence into the
international human-rights arena. In the process, Bumiller reveals how the
feminist fight against sexual violence has been shaped over recent decades by
dramatic shifts in welfare policies, incarceration rates, and the surveillance role
of social-service bureaucracies.

Drawing on archival research, individual case studies, testimonies of rape
victims, and interviews with battered women, Bumiller raises fundamental
concerns about the construction of sexual violence as a social problem. She
describes how placing the issue of sexual violence on the public agenda has
polarized gender- and race-based interests. She contends that as the social
welfare state has intensified regulation and control, the availability of services for
battered women and rape victims has become increasingly linked to their status
as victims and their ability to recognize their problems in medical and
psychological terms. Bumiller suggests that to counteract these tendencies,
sexual violence should primarily be addressed in the context of communities and
in terms of its links to social disadvantage. In an Abusive State is an impassioned
call for feminists to reflect on how the co-optation of their movement by the
neoliberal state creates the potential to inadvertently harm impoverished women
and support punitive and racially based crime control efforts.
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In an Abusive State: How Neoliberalism Appropriated the Feminist Movement against Sexual
Violence By Kristin Bumiller

In an Abusive State puts forth a powerful argument: that the feminist campaign to stop sexual violence has
entered into a problematic alliance with the neoliberal state. Kristin Bumiller chronicles the evolution of this
alliance by examining the history of the anti-violence campaign, the production of cultural images about
sexual violence, professional discourses on intimate violence, and the everyday lives of battered women. She
also scrutinizes the rhetoric of high-profile rape trials and the expansion of feminist concerns about sexual
violence into the international human-rights arena. In the process, Bumiller reveals how the feminist fight
against sexual violence has been shaped over recent decades by dramatic shifts in welfare policies,
incarceration rates, and the surveillance role of social-service bureaucracies.

Drawing on archival research, individual case studies, testimonies of rape victims, and interviews with
battered women, Bumiller raises fundamental concerns about the construction of sexual violence as a social
problem. She describes how placing the issue of sexual violence on the public agenda has polarized gender-
and race-based interests. She contends that as the social welfare state has intensified regulation and control,
the availability of services for battered women and rape victims has become increasingly linked to their
status as victims and their ability to recognize their problems in medical and psychological terms. Bumiller
suggests that to counteract these tendencies, sexual violence should primarily be addressed in the context of
communities and in terms of its links to social disadvantage. In an Abusive State is an impassioned call for
feminists to reflect on how the co-optation of their movement by the neoliberal state creates the potential to
inadvertently harm impoverished women and support punitive and racially based crime control efforts.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In an Abusive State provides a needed and instructive retrospective of the violence against women
movement. Kristin Bumiller brings into focus the uneasy alliance between feminists and the state by looking
critically at the official conduct of rape trials and domestic assault cases, as well as the routine surveillance
of women considered ‘dependent.’ Using extensive empirical analysis, she exposes the limitations of
strategies that attempt to incorporate feminist practices within mainstream institutions. This important and
timely book will set the agenda for a new era of feminist activism—one that begins with the realization that
mounting fundamental challenges to systems of social control means working outside of the existing
institutional structures of the state.”—Martha Albertson Fineman, Robert W. Woodruff Professor of Law,
Emory University

“Built on demanding scholarship, informed by collective feminist praxis, In an Abusive State engages the
lives of women experiencing the personal trauma of and institutional responses to sexual violence.
Committed, reflective, accessible, and challenging, Kristin Bumiller critically maps the structural relations of
inequality and marginalization underpinning women’s relationships to the authoritarian state and its
regulatory institutions. Internationally significant, her excellent analysis exposes the policy deficits of
restraint and criminalization and of attempting to affirm rights without addressing women’s social, political,
and economic exclusion.”—Phil Scraton, Queen’s University, Belfast, author of Power, Conflict, and
Criminalisation

“Kristin Bumiller describes a sane, intelligent path through the cyclical race and gender passion plays that
have spun out—and spun out of control—on the national media stage. From the Central Park Jogger case to
O. J. Simpson, Bumiller is never polemical. This book provides much-needed perspective as she details the
conscious and unconscious ingredients in how such polarization is choreographed, and how boundaries are
subtly but intransigently marked.”—Patricia J. Williams, James L. Dohr Professor of Law, Columbia
University, and columnist for The Nation

From the Publisher
"Built on demanding scholarship, informed by collective feminist praxis, In an Abusive State engages the
lives of women experiencing the personal trauma of and institutional responses to sexual violence.
Committed, reflective, accessible, and challenging, Kristin Bumiller critically maps the structural relations of
inequality and marginalization underpinning women's relationships to the authoritarian state and its
regulatory institutions. Internationally significant, her excellent analysis exposes the policy deficits of
restraint and criminalization and of attempting to affirm rights without addressing women's social, political,
and economic exclusion."--Phil Scraton, Queen's University, Belfast, author of Power, Conflict, and
Criminalisation

From the Back Cover
"Built on demanding scholarship, informed by collective feminist praxis, "In an Abusive State "engages the
lives of women experiencing the personal trauma of and institutional responses to sexual violence.
Committed, reflective, accessible, and challenging, Kristin Bumiller critically maps the structural relations of
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inequality and marginalization underpinning women's relationships to the authoritarian state and its
regulatory institutions. Internationally significant, her excellent analysis exposes the policy deficits of
restraint and criminalization and of attempting to affirm rights without addressing women's social, political,
and economic exclusion."--Phil Scraton, Queen's University, Belfast, author of "Power, Conflict, and
Criminalisation"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Ellefson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of In an Abusive State:
How Neoliberalism Appropriated the Feminist Movement against Sexual Violence book as beginning and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jerrod Spicher:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this In an Abusive State:
How Neoliberalism Appropriated the Feminist Movement against Sexual Violence book since this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Jeffrey David:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject In an Abusive
State: How Neoliberalism Appropriated the Feminist Movement against Sexual Violence suitable to you?
Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled In an Abusive State: How
Neoliberalism Appropriated the Feminist Movement against Sexual Violenceis a single of several books that
will everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Patrick Bergeron:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book In an Abusive State: How Neoliberalism
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Appropriated the Feminist Movement against Sexual Violence to make your current reading is interesting.
Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve In an Abusive State:
How Neoliberalism Appropriated the Feminist Movement against Sexual Violence can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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