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As Ruskin suggests in his Seven Lamps of Architecture: "We may live without
[architecture], and worship without her, but we cannot remember without her."
We remember best when we experience an event in a place. But what happens
when we leave that place, or that place no longer exists? This book addresses the
relationship between memory and place and asks how architecture captures and
triggers memory. It explores how architecture exists as a material object and how
it registers as a place that we come to remember beyond the physical site itself. It
questions what architecture is in the broadest sense, assuming that it is not simply
buildings. Rather, architecture is considered to be the mapping of physical,
mental or emotional space. The idea that we are all architects in some measure -
as we actively organize and select pathways and markers within space - is central
to this book's premise. Each chapter provides a different example of the manifold
ways in which the physical place of architecture is curated by the architecture in
our "mental" space: our imaginary toolbox when we think of a place and look at a
photograph, or visit a site and describe it later or send a postcard. By connecting
architecture with other disciplines such as geography, visual culture, sociology,
and urban studies, as well as the fine and performing arts, this book puts forward
the idea that a conversation about architecture is not exclusively about formal,
isolated buildings, but instead must be deepened and broadened as spatialized
visualizations and experiences of place.
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As Ruskin suggests in his Seven Lamps of Architecture: "We may live without [architecture], and worship
without her, but we cannot remember without her." We remember best when we experience an event in a
place. But what happens when we leave that place, or that place no longer exists? This book addresses the
relationship between memory and place and asks how architecture captures and triggers memory. It explores
how architecture exists as a material object and how it registers as a place that we come to remember beyond
the physical site itself. It questions what architecture is in the broadest sense, assuming that it is not simply
buildings. Rather, architecture is considered to be the mapping of physical, mental or emotional space. The
idea that we are all architects in some measure - as we actively organize and select pathways and markers
within space - is central to this book's premise. Each chapter provides a different example of the manifold
ways in which the physical place of architecture is curated by the architecture in our "mental" space: our
imaginary toolbox when we think of a place and look at a photograph, or visit a site and describe it later or
send a postcard. By connecting architecture with other disciplines such as geography, visual culture,
sociology, and urban studies, as well as the fine and performing arts, this book puts forward the idea that a
conversation about architecture is not exclusively about formal, isolated buildings, but instead must be
deepened and broadened as spatialized visualizations and experiences of place.
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Editorial Review

Review
'In Losing Site Hornstein takes us on a dizzying pilgrimage from the Guggenheim to Google Earth, from
Toronto to Tel Aviv, showing along the way how architecture, place, and memory work together in dynamic
interplay. Hornstein's themes are as wide-ranging as the places she explores: nationhood and nationalism,
war and demolition, starchitecture and everyday life. The book offers a unique look at how our fast-paced,
technology-driven lives have re-shaped travel and tourism.' Annmarie Adams, McGill University, Canada
'Losing Site is an erudite and extremely thoughtful meditation on the nexus of architecture, memory, and
place. Shelley Hornstein brings a theoretically-grounded sensibility together with an amazingly astute eye in
her discussions of site-specific art and architecture - ranging from Karavan's Benjamin memorial at Portbou,
to synagogue ruins at Capernaum, to the contemporary explosion of striking new memorials and museums in
Berlin, and beyond.' James E. Young, University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA 'Losing Site: Architecture,
Memory and Place is an extended meditation on how architecture sutures, unravels, and transforms the
human experience of place and identity... Hornstein's intriguing interdisciplinary odyssey reminds social
theorists, visual artists, and architects alike, why we need to pay close attention to both the architecture of
imagination and our imagination of architecture.' Historical Justice and Memory Research Network 'Losing
Site: Architecture, Memory and Place is an inspiring work of ample intellectual breadth. Hornstein has
skilfully interwoven a wide variety of case studies, to suggest that the material and non-material worlds are
seamlessly interconnected in everyday life and we often can't easily know where one ends and the other
starts. She most aptly reminds us that architecture that shapes and is shaped by us remains open and
unfinished.' Emotion, Space and Society 'Hornstein's book evokes landscapes, buildings, memorials and even
postcards to argue for memory's primacy among ways of organizing our perceptions... Hornstein certainly
deals with topics of wide interest and relevance.' Journal of Urban Technology

About the Author
Shelley Hornstein is Associate Professor of Architectural History and Visual Culture at York University,
Canada

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Pham:

Here thing why this kind of Losing Site: Architecture, Memory and Place (Ashgate Studies in Architecture)
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Losing Site: Architecture, Memory
and Place (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Losing Site: Architecture, Memory and
Place (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Losing Site: Architecture, Memory and Place
(Ashgate Studies in Architecture) in e-book can be your alternative.
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Jessica Rodriguez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this Losing Site: Architecture, Memory and Place (Ashgate Studies in Architecture).

Lynnette Jennings:

The book untitled Losing Site: Architecture, Memory and Place (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Andrea Lampkin:

Beside this Losing Site: Architecture, Memory and Place (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Losing Site: Architecture, Memory and Place (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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