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This book provides both students and scholars with a critical and historical
introduction to the graphic novel. Jan Baetens and Hugo Frey explore this
exciting form of visual and literary communication, showing readers how to
situate and analyze graphic novels since their rise to prominence half a century
ago. Several key questions are addressed: What is the graphic novel? How do we
read graphic novels as narrative forms? Why is page design and publishing
format so significant? What theories are developing to explain the genre? How is
this form blurring the categories of high and popular literature? Why are graphic
novelists nostalgic for the old comics? The authors address these and many other
questions raised by the genre. Through their analysis of the works of many well-
known graphic novelists - including Bechdel, Clowes, Spiegelman and Ware -
Baetens and Frey offer significant insights for future teaching and research on the
graphic novel.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Graphic Novel: An Introduction is a landmark volume which manages the enormous challenge of
rendering it possible to speak productively about the graphic novel and of producing a satisfying definition
of the medium. The historical and critical toolkit with which it outfits its readers is impressive in both its
breadth and depth."
Image and Narrative

About the Author
Jan Baetens is Professor of Cultural and Literary Studies at the University of Leuven. His main research
areas are modern French poetry and word and image studies, mainly in so-called minor genres such as
comics, photonovels and novelisations. He is the author of some fifteen volumes (among which is a classic
volume on Tintin, 2006) and has published widely in journals such as Critical Inquiry, PMLA, History of
Photography, Poetics Today, Yale French Studies, Poétique, English Language Notes, Romanic Review, and
French Forum. In 2007-8 Baetens was the holder of a Belgian Francqui Chair, and the same year he was
awarded the triennial prize of poetry of Francophone Belgium.

Hugo Frey is Head of Department and Reader in History at the University of Chichester. He is the author of
Louis Malle (2004) and Cinema and Nationalism in France: Political Mythologies and Film Events, 1945-
1995 (2014). He has published articles on historiography, cinema and bande dessinée in journals such as
Contemporary French Civilization, the Journal of European Studies, South Central Review and Yale French
Studies. Recent publications include a critique of the politics of Renaud Camus for Ralph Sarkonak, ed., Les
Spirales du sens chez Renaud Camus (2010). In autumn 2013, he was invited to lecture for The Prince's
Teaching Institute, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

This The Graphic Novel: An Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback)) are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Graphic Novel: An
Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback)) can be among the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be will
shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Graphic Novel: An Introduction
(Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback)) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Dawn Hicks:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
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information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this The Graphic
Novel: An Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback)).

Dolores Crook:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Graphic Novel: An Introduction
(Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback)) as well as others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge.
In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Graphic Novel: An Introduction
(Cambridge Introductions to Literature (Paperback)) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Oliver Whitley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Graphic Novel: An Introduction (Cambridge Introductions to
Literature (Paperback)) can make you sense more interested to read.
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