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As thousands of wives and children joined American servicemen stationed at
overseas bases in the years following World War II, the military family
represented a friendlier, more humane side of the United States' campaign for
dominance in the Cold War. Wives in particular were encouraged to use their
feminine influence to forge ties with residents of occupied and host nations. In
this untold story of Cold War diplomacy, Donna Alvah describes how these
“unofficial ambassadors” spread the United States’ perception of itself and its
image of world order in the communities where husbands and fathers were
stationed, cultivating relationships with both local people and other military
families in private homes, churches, schools, women's clubs, shops, and other
places.

Unofficial Ambassadors reminds us that, in addition to soldiers and world
leaders, ordinary people make vital contributions to a nation's military
engagements. Alvah broadens the scope of the history of the Cold War by
analyzing how ideas about gender, family, race, and culture shaped the U.S.
military presence abroad.
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Unofficial Ambassadors: American Military Families Overseas and the Cold War, 1946-1965 By
Donna Alvah

As thousands of wives and children joined American servicemen stationed at overseas bases in the years
following World War II, the military family represented a friendlier, more humane side of the United States'
campaign for dominance in the Cold War. Wives in particular were encouraged to use their feminine
influence to forge ties with residents of occupied and host nations. In this untold story of Cold War
diplomacy, Donna Alvah describes how these “unofficial ambassadors” spread the United States’ perception
of itself and its image of world order in the communities where husbands and fathers were stationed,
cultivating relationships with both local people and other military families in private homes, churches,
schools, women's clubs, shops, and other places.

Unofficial Ambassadors reminds us that, in addition to soldiers and world leaders, ordinary people make
vital contributions to a nation's military engagements. Alvah broadens the scope of the history of the Cold
War by analyzing how ideas about gender, family, race, and culture shaped the U.S. military presence
abroad.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A fascinating, well-researched, and theoretically-informed contribution to the scholarship integrating the
personal and political components of America’s Cold War empire. Donna Alvah’s impressive book traces
the contradictions that resulted when some of the half-million American wives and children who were
overseas with U.S. military personnel tried to reach out to their German, Okinawan, or other foreign hosts
while also affirming the supposed superiority of the American way of life. A natural for courses on foreign
relations or gender history.”
-Frank Costigliola,author of France and the United States: The Cold Alliance Since World War II

“In this excellent monograph, Donna Alvah combines gender history and political history to produce a
comprehensive and engaging examination of the role, experience, and significance of American service
families based overseas during the first twenty years of the Cold War.”
-The Journal of American History

“This is a valuable and important study on a long-neglected but vital part of military life and the cold war.
The research is impressive and the book is filled with entertaining and moving vignettes that illuminate the
experience of the overseas community. The book is a testimony to the generosity, patriotism, self-sacrifice,
and spirit of adventure of military families, and also makes a convincing argument for their importance in
&#8220winning” the cold war.”
-The Register

“Alvah uses a deft comparison of U.S. policies toward military families—and these women's own ideas
about what they were doing--on American bases to reveal how 'soft power' was as crucial as 'hard power' in
waging war.”
-Cynthia Enloe,author of The Curious Feminist: Searching for Women in a New Age of Empire

“Alvah’s impressive and well-written account shines light on a time when American leaders understood that
friendship mattered in foreign relations--a lesson well worth learning today.”
-Elaine Tyler May,author of Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era

About the Author
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Donna Alvah is assistant professor and Margaret Vilas Chair of U.S. History at St. Lawrence University in
Canton, New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Unofficial Ambassadors: American Military Families Overseas and
the Cold War, 1946-1965. Try to make book Unofficial Ambassadors: American Military Families Overseas
and the Cold War, 1946-1965 as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Marie Daugherty:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Unofficial Ambassadors: American Military Families Overseas and the Cold War,
1946-1965 book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer connected with Unofficial Ambassadors: American Military Families
Overseas and the Cold War, 1946-1965 content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Unofficial Ambassadors: American Military Families Overseas and the Cold War, 1946-1965 is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Violet Shook:

This Unofficial Ambassadors: American Military Families Overseas and the Cold War, 1946-1965 is great
reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan
word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Unofficial Ambassadors: American Military Families Overseas and
the Cold War, 1946-1965 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already
do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Tracey Cook:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
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valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Unofficial Ambassadors: American Military
Families Overseas and the Cold War, 1946-1965. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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