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During the century following George Washington’s presidency, the United States
fought at least forty wars with various Indian tribes, averaging one conflict every
two and a half years. Warrior Nations is Roger L. Nichols’s response to the
question, “Why did so much fighting take place?” Examining eight of the wars
between the 1780s and 1877, Nichols explains what started each conflict and
what the eight had in common as well as how they differed. He writes about the
fights between the United States and the Shawnee, Miami, and Delaware tribes in
the Ohio Valley, the Creek in Alabama, the Arikara in South Dakota, the Sauk
and Fox in Illinois and Wisconsin, the Dakota Sioux in Minnesota, the Cheyenne
and Arapaho in Colorado, the Apache in New Mexico and Arizona, and the Nez
Perce in Oregon and Idaho.

Virtually all of these wars, Nichols shows, grew out of small-scale local
conflicts, suggesting that interracial violence preceded any formal declaration of
war. American pioneers hated and feared Indians and wanted their land. Indian
villages were armed camps, and their young men sought recognition for bravery
and prowess in hunting and fighting. Neither the U.S. government nor tribal
leaders could prevent raids, thievery, and violence when the two groups met.

In addition to U.S. territorial expansion and the belligerence of racist pioneers,
Nichols cites a variety of factors that led to individual wars: cultural differences,
border disputes, conflicts between and within tribes, the actions of white traders
and local politicians, the government’s failure to prevent or punish anti-Indian
violence, and Native determination to retain their lands, traditional culture, and
tribal independence.

The conflicts examined here, Nichols argues, need to be considered as wars of
U.S. aggression, a central feature of that nation’s expansion across the continent
that brought newcomers into areas occupied by highly militarized Native
communities ready and able to defend themselves and attack their enemies.
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During the century following George Washington’s presidency, the United States fought at least forty wars
with various Indian tribes, averaging one conflict every two and a half years. Warrior Nations is Roger L.
Nichols’s response to the question, “Why did so much fighting take place?” Examining eight of the wars
between the 1780s and 1877, Nichols explains what started each conflict and what the eight had in common
as well as how they differed. He writes about the fights between the United States and the Shawnee, Miami,
and Delaware tribes in the Ohio Valley, the Creek in Alabama, the Arikara in South Dakota, the Sauk and
Fox in Illinois and Wisconsin, the Dakota Sioux in Minnesota, the Cheyenne and Arapaho in Colorado, the
Apache in New Mexico and Arizona, and the Nez Perce in Oregon and Idaho.

Virtually all of these wars, Nichols shows, grew out of small-scale local conflicts, suggesting that interracial
violence preceded any formal declaration of war. American pioneers hated and feared Indians and wanted
their land. Indian villages were armed camps, and their young men sought recognition for bravery and
prowess in hunting and fighting. Neither the U.S. government nor tribal leaders could prevent raids, thievery,
and violence when the two groups met.

In addition to U.S. territorial expansion and the belligerence of racist pioneers, Nichols cites a variety of
factors that led to individual wars: cultural differences, border disputes, conflicts between and within tribes,
the actions of white traders and local politicians, the government’s failure to prevent or punish anti-Indian
violence, and Native determination to retain their lands, traditional culture, and tribal independence.

The conflicts examined here, Nichols argues, need to be considered as wars of U.S. aggression, a central
feature of that nation’s expansion across the continent that brought newcomers into areas occupied by highly
militarized Native communities ready and able to defend themselves and attack their enemies.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Roger L. Nichols is Professor Emeritus of History and Affiliate Professor of Indian Studies at the University
of Arizona. He is the author of American Indians in U.S. History and editor of The American Indian: Past
and Present, Sixth Edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carlo Young:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Warrior Nations: The
United States and Indian Peoples to read.

Linda Manuel:

The reason why? Because this Warrior Nations: The United States and Indian Peoples is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Barbra Poole:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Warrior Nations: The United States and
Indian Peoples book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Warrior Nations:
The United States and Indian Peoples as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one
guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
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another sixth sense.

Bertha Greene:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top listing
in your reading list is Warrior Nations: The United States and Indian Peoples. This book and that is qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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