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This lively and learned book traces the history of the concept of evil from its
beginnings in ancient times to the period of the New Testament. A remarkable
work of synthesis, it draws upon a vast number of sources in addressing a major
historical and philosophical problem over a broad span of time and in a number
of diverse cultures, East and West. Jeffrey Burton Russell probes the roots of the
idea of evil, treats the development of the idea in the Ancient Near East, and then
examines the concept of the Devil as it was formed in late Judaism and early
Christianity. Generously illustrated with fifty black-and-white photographs, this
book will appeal to a wide range of readers, from specialists in religion, theology,
sociology, history, psychology, anthropology, and philosophy to anyone with an
interest in the demonic, the supernatural, and the question of good and evil.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Russell is not only a conscientious historian, anxious to examine in texts, myths, legends, art and literature
the persistence and transformation of a particular idea. He is also an introspective essayist who
acknowledges his own continuing struggle to understand the nature and source of evil."?Robert Coles, New
York Times Book Review

"This is a serious work by a first-rate medievalist who has turned his eyes to antiquity in order to elucidate
the sources of man's experience of the evil one. The result is scholarly, readable, and comprehensive. . . .
Russell's notations are copious and impressive, attesting to the vast amount of research that has gone into this
study. The text is richly illustrated with some fifty well-chosen plates. . . . An exceptionally lucid study and a
major contribution to the field."?Review of Books and Religion

"All readers . . . will be enriched and stimulated by this honestly presented biography of the Evil One. The
Devil, in religious myth, personal vision, and mystical reality, offers invaluable material for reflection and
meditation."?Studia Mystica

"This fascinating story of 'the Devil' explores the concept and personification of evil (defined as 'the
infliction of pain on sentient beings') from its ancient beginnings into New Testament times."?Seventeenth
Century News

About the Author

Jeffrey Burton Russell is Professor of History Emeritus at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Devil: Perceptions of
Evil from Antiquity to Primitive Christianity (Cornell Paperbacks)? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
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You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Richard Twombly:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Devil: Perceptions of Evil from Antiquity to Primitive
Christianity (Cornell Paperbacks) can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Sharon Rowe:

The book untitled Devil: Perceptions of Evil from Antiquity to Primitive Christianity (Cornell Paperbacks)
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
written by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Thomas Morgan:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Devil: Perceptions of Evil from
Antiquity to Primitive Christianity (Cornell Paperbacks) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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