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In 1938, Howard Jay Graham, a deaf law librarian, successfully argued that the
authors of the Fourteenth Amendment--ratified after the American Civil War to
establish equal protection under the law for all American citizens regardless of
race--were motivated by abolitionist fervor, debunking the notion of a corporate
conspiracy at the heart of the amendment's wording. For over half a century, the
amendment had been used to endow corporations with rights as individuals and
thus protect them from state legislation. By 1968, when Everyman's Constitution
was first published, the Fourteenth Amendment had become a tool for the
incorporation of the Bill of Rights to apply to all American citizens. The essays
in this reprinted edition are still relevant as the nation continues to interpret our
framing legislation in light of the concerns of today and to balance citizens' rights
against those of corporations. Howard Jay Graham was a law librarian brought in
by the NAACP's legal team to write a brief on the Fourteenth Amendment for the
Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education. Though the Supreme Court
justices ruled in favor of the NAACP based on the sociological rather than
historical evidence it provided, Graham's work, published in various law journals
over several decades, contributed greatly to the ongoing interpretation of the
Fourteenth Amendment.
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In 1938, Howard Jay Graham, a deaf law librarian, successfully argued that the authors of the Fourteenth
Amendment--ratified after the American Civil War to establish equal protection under the law for all
American citizens regardless of race--were motivated by abolitionist fervor, debunking the notion of a
corporate conspiracy at the heart of the amendment's wording. For over half a century, the amendment had
been used to endow corporations with rights as individuals and thus protect them from state legislation. By
1968, when Everyman's Constitution was first published, the Fourteenth Amendment had become a tool for
the incorporation of the Bill of Rights to apply to all American citizens. The essays in this reprinted edition
are still relevant as the nation continues to interpret our framing legislation in light of the concerns of today
and to balance citizens' rights against those of corporations. Howard Jay Graham was a law librarian brought
in by the NAACP's legal team to write a brief on the Fourteenth Amendment for the Supreme Court case
Brown v. Board of Education. Though the Supreme Court justices ruled in favor of the NAACP based on the
sociological rather than historical evidence it provided, Graham's work, published in various law journals
over several decades, contributed greatly to the ongoing interpretation of the Fourteenth Amendment.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Howard J Graham made enormous contributions to our understanding of the original meaning and enduring
implications of the 14th amendment. No historian of that subject can afford to neglect these significant
articles.” (Stanley Kutler, Fox Professor of American History and Law, University of Wisconsin)

“This timely re-issue is a cause for celebration. Graham’s work is a must read for anyone interested in
understanding the background and context of the current debate on “corporate personhood.”” (Stephan L.
Chorover, Professor, MIT Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences, Cambridge, MA)

Originally hired to write a brief on the Amendment for a supreme court case on education, Graham's work
was published in law journals for decades- and this reprint offers important insights to legal and political
studies collections surveying key works on constitutional analysis. (James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chief,
Midwest Book Review, The Bookwatch, November 2013)

 

About the Author
Howard Jay Graham was a law librarian brought in by the NAACP’s legal team to write a brief on the
Fourteenth Amendment for their Supreme Court case, Brown v. Board of Education. Though the Supreme
Court justices ruled in favor of the NAACP based on the sociological rather than historical evidence they had
provided, Graham’s work contributed greatly to the ongoing interpretation of the Fourteenth Amendment.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

The book Everyman's Constitution: Historical Essays on the Fourteenth Amendment, the "Conspiracy
Theory," and American Constitutionalism can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Everyman's Constitution: Historical
Essays on the Fourteenth Amendment, the "Conspiracy Theory," and American Constitutionalism? A
number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Everyman's Constitution:
Historical Essays on the Fourteenth Amendment, the "Conspiracy Theory," and American Constitutionalism
has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.
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Loretta Faria:

This Everyman's Constitution: Historical Essays on the Fourteenth Amendment, the "Conspiracy Theory,"
and American Constitutionalism usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Everyman's Constitution: Historical Essays on the Fourteenth Amendment, the
"Conspiracy Theory," and American Constitutionalism can be one of several great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that probably will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Everyman's Constitution: Historical Essays on the
Fourteenth Amendment, the "Conspiracy Theory," and American Constitutionalism giving you an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Donald Bonilla:

Everyman's Constitution: Historical Essays on the Fourteenth Amendment, the "Conspiracy Theory," and
American Constitutionalism can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Everyman's Constitution: Historical Essays
on the Fourteenth Amendment, the "Conspiracy Theory," and American Constitutionalism although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Shawn Hernandez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Everyman's Constitution:
Historical Essays on the Fourteenth Amendment, the "Conspiracy Theory," and American Constitutionalism
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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