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The end of the Second World War saw the emergence of neorealist film in Italy.
In Italian Neorealist Cinema, Christopher Wagstaff analyses three neorealist
films that have had significant influence on filmmakers around the world.
Wagstaff treats these films as assemblies of sounds and images rather than as
representations of historical reality. If Roberto Rossellini's Roma città aperta and
Paisà, and Vittorio De Sica's Ladri di biciclette are still, half a century after they
were made, among the most highly valued artefacts in the history of cinema,
Wagstaff suggests that this could be due to the aesthetic and rhetorical qualities
of their assembled narratives, performances, locations, lighting, sound, mise en
scène, and montage.

This volume begins by situating neorealist cinema in its historical, industrial,
commercial and cultural context, and makes available for the first time a large
amount of data on post-war Italian cinema. Wagstaff offers a theoretical
discussion of what it means to treat realist films as aesthetic artefacts before
moving on to the core of the book, which consists of three studies of the films
under discussion. Italian Neorealist Cinema not only offers readers in Film
Studies and Italian Studies a radically new perspective on neorealist cinema and
the Italian art cinema that followed it, but theorises and applies a method of close
analysis of film texts for those interested in aesthetics and rhetoric, as well as
cinema in general.
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The end of the Second World War saw the emergence of neorealist film in Italy. In Italian Neorealist
Cinema, Christopher Wagstaff analyses three neorealist films that have had significant influence on
filmmakers around the world. Wagstaff treats these films as assemblies of sounds and images rather than as
representations of historical reality. If Roberto Rossellini's Roma città aperta and Paisà, and Vittorio De
Sica's Ladri di biciclette are still, half a century after they were made, among the most highly valued
artefacts in the history of cinema, Wagstaff suggests that this could be due to the aesthetic and rhetorical
qualities of their assembled narratives, performances, locations, lighting, sound, mise en scène, and montage.

This volume begins by situating neorealist cinema in its historical, industrial, commercial and cultural
context, and makes available for the first time a large amount of data on post-war Italian cinema. Wagstaff
offers a theoretical discussion of what it means to treat realist films as aesthetic artefacts before moving on to
the core of the book, which consists of three studies of the films under discussion. Italian Neorealist Cinema
not only offers readers in Film Studies and Italian Studies a radically new perspective on neorealist cinema
and the Italian art cinema that followed it, but theorises and applies a method of close analysis of film texts
for those interested in aesthetics and rhetoric, as well as cinema in general.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

'Italian Neorealist Cinemais a terrific book, well researched, intelligent, open-minded, witty, and, more
importantly, very original. Specialists have written thousands of pages on the topic but none of them has
produced such a clever volume as this. In particular, Christopher Wagstaff's close readings of films by
Rossellini and De Sica are masterful, and his examination of lighting in Roma città aperta is destined to
become a classic in film studies.'

-Pierre Sorlin, Professor of Sociology of Audiovisual Media, Université de la Sorbonne Nouvelle

About the Author
Christopher Wagstaff is Senior Lecturer in Italian Studies at the University of Reading.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Italian Neorealist Cinema: An
Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kathryn Cannon:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Italian
Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies), you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

John Ferguson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work

PDF File: Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) 3



Read and Download Ebook Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) PDF Public Ebook Library

the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian
Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Robin Lawrence:

This Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can
point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Italian Neorealist Cinema: An Aesthetic Approach (Toronto Italian Studies) in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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