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Bestseller Graeme Base harks back to his classic New York Times bestselling
solve-the-mystery story The Eleventh Hour in an all-new book that will “puzzle”
and entice young readers.
 
Enter a magical world in this warm, funny, and enduring story about the special
relationship between a grandson and his grandpa—and their love for magic.
 
Bertie Badger loves to visit the Retirement Home for Elderly Magicians and
watch his grandpa perform magic tricks. But one day all the magicians’ props go
missing, so Bertie sets off to investigate. Can he solve the mystery in time to save
the show? This clever book will engage readers as they are challenged to solve
the mystery along with Bertie, discovering where the missing props have gone by
using a decoder included with the book that reveals the mystery.
 
Graeme Base, creator of Animalia and many bestselling and beloved books for
children, conjures up an inventive, irresistible tale.
 
F&P level: S
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Bestseller Graeme Base harks back to his classic New York Times bestselling solve-the-mystery story The
Eleventh Hour in an all-new book that will “puzzle” and entice young readers.
 
Enter a magical world in this warm, funny, and enduring story about the special relationship between a
grandson and his grandpa—and their love for magic.
 
Bertie Badger loves to visit the Retirement Home for Elderly Magicians and watch his grandpa perform
magic tricks. But one day all the magicians’ props go missing, so Bertie sets off to investigate. Can he solve
the mystery in time to save the show? This clever book will engage readers as they are challenged to solve
the mystery along with Bertie, discovering where the missing props have gone by using a decoder included
with the book that reveals the mystery.
 
Graeme Base, creator of Animalia and many bestselling and beloved books for children, conjures up an
inventive, irresistible tale.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 3–6—Someone has stolen the props belonging to the residents of a retirement home for magicians,
and Bertie Badger, the grandson of one of the illusionists, vows to find them. As he meets the performers,
they each tell him a little about their specialty and what's missing. "My top hat, cape, and wand have gone,
but there is worse to tell:/My precious magic bunny rabbit's disappeared as well!" Bertie discovers the thief,
but it is left to readers to find the lost items hidden in the illustrations. Base's visual mystery books have
delighted children for years, but this one has the added feature of a moving panel in the back cover that
reveals a secret code. Children must turn dials to proper settings before it can be moved. The clues for setting
them appear in the illustrations but are not at all obvious. With a little persistence, however, the target
audience should be able to solve the puzzle. After readers crack the code, they can search for the missing
items hidden in the art and decipher other messages found in the end matter. The book is not as philosophical
as Base's Uno's Garden (2006) or as entertaining as Jungle Drums (2004, both Abrams), but it has the same
style of colorful and detailed illustrations. For readers who don't want to decipher the codes, the story and
pictures are satisfying enough to stand alone.—Donna Cardon, Provo City Library, UT
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Base, the creator of The Water Hole (2001) and Uno’s Garden (2006), applies his hallmark lush artistry
to this puzzle/picture book. Rhyming quatrains follow young Bertie Badger as he searches for his
grandfather’s missing magical props. Each two-page spread opens up to Bertie in a different room featuring a
different performer: Vlad, the Bear of Wrath; Miss Poodle, the Mademoiselle of Mime; Hin Min Floo, Lord
Pandamonium. All, it turns out, are missing their favorite magical artifacts. Eventually, the rabbit Enigma
fesses up, claiming he was tired of being the one pulled out of the hat and wanted to perform his own tricks.
The challenge to uncover the whereabouts of the objects hidden throughout in the art, as well as a call to
figure out each character’s country of origin, all but guarantee multiple readings. A fold-out decoder in the
back of the book helps decipher the clues, which some children, as well as the adults they ask, will need help
with. Young magicians and puzzle-lovers alike will be thoroughly engaged. Grades 2-4. --Ian Chipman

About the Author

Graeme Base is one of the world’s leading creators of picture books. His alphabet book, Animalia, received
international acclaim when it was first published in 1986 and has sold more than two million copies. Graeme
lives in Melbourne, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Enigma: A
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Magical Mystery, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Rosemary Perez:

This Enigma: A Magical Mystery is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Enigma: A Magical Mystery can be the
light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Martin Herrin:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book Enigma: A Magical Mystery. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Joyce Tower:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very important
as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your current
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that can
you choose to use be your object. One of them is Enigma: A Magical Mystery.
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