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Scrutinizing the weave and texture of Walt Whitman’s earliest poetry and fiction,
the notebooks of 1855–56, the first edition (1855) of Leaves of Grass, and the
Calamus poems, Byrne R. S. Fone demonstrates that from the beginning and
throughout, Whitman’s homoerotic muse, his "Fierce Wrestler," dictated the
shape, tone, and message of the poetry.

Fone shows how Whitman’s presumed homosexuality is reflected in the work.
He identifies the definitive signs, symbols, metaphors, and structures unique to
homosexual texts as he examines the ways in which the social, emotional,
spiritual, aesthetic, and sexual facts of homosexuality shape and define such
texts. Further, he places Whitman in the context of nineteenth-century
literary/social homosexual life as well as in the context of homosexual fantasy as
expressed in certain nineteenth-century texts.
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Scrutinizing the weave and texture of Walt Whitman’s earliest poetry and fiction, the notebooks of 1855–56,
the first edition (1855) of Leaves of Grass, and the Calamus poems, Byrne R. S. Fone demonstrates that from
the beginning and throughout, Whitman’s homoerotic muse, his "Fierce Wrestler," dictated the shape, tone,
and message of the poetry.

Fone shows how Whitman’s presumed homosexuality is reflected in the work. He identifies the definitive
signs, symbols, metaphors, and structures unique to homosexual texts as he examines the ways in which the
social, emotional, spiritual, aesthetic, and sexual facts of homosexuality shape and define such texts. Further,
he places Whitman in the context of nineteenth-century literary/social homosexual life as well as in the
context of homosexual fantasy as expressed in certain nineteenth-century texts.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Byrne R. S. Fone is professor of English at the City University of New York. He is the author of Hidden
Heritage: History and the Gay Imagination, numerous articles, and a novel American Lives.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

The publication with title Masculine Landscapes: Walt Whitman and the Homoerotic Text has lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Jose Holmes:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Masculine Landscapes: Walt Whitman and the Homoerotic Text your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Masculine Landscapes: Walt Whitman and the
Homoerotic Text giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ellis Arnold:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Masculine Landscapes: Walt Whitman and the
Homoerotic Text can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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Marian Dyer:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Masculine Landscapes: Walt Whitman and the
Homoerotic Text to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea
about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it.
Beside that the guide Masculine Landscapes: Walt Whitman and the Homoerotic Text can to be your new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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