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The idea that nature provides services to people is one of the most powerful
concepts to have emerged over the last two decades. It is shaping our
understanding of the role that biodiverse ecosystems play in the environment and
their benefits for humankind. As a result, there is a growing interest in
operational and methodological issues surrounding ecosystem services amongst
environmental managers, and many institutions are now developing teaching
programmes to equip the next generation with the skills needed to apply the
concepts more effectively. 

This handbook provides a comprehensive reference text on ecosystem services,
integrating natural and social science (including economics). Collectively the
chapters, written by the world's leading authorities, demonstrate the importance
of biodiversity for people, policy and practice. They also show how the value of
ecosystems to society can be expressed in monetary and non-monetary terms, so
that the environment can be better taken into account in decision making. The
significance of the ecosystem service paradigm is that it helps us redefine and
better communicate the relationships between people and nature. It is shown how
these are essential to resolving challenges such as sustainable development and
poverty reduction, and the creation of a green economy in developing and
developed world contexts.
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The idea that nature provides services to people is one of the most powerful concepts to have emerged over
the last two decades. It is shaping our understanding of the role that biodiverse ecosystems play in the
environment and their benefits for humankind. As a result, there is a growing interest in operational and
methodological issues surrounding ecosystem services amongst environmental managers, and many
institutions are now developing teaching programmes to equip the next generation with the skills needed to
apply the concepts more effectively. 

This handbook provides a comprehensive reference text on ecosystem services, integrating natural and social
science (including economics). Collectively the chapters, written by the world's leading authorities,
demonstrate the importance of biodiversity for people, policy and practice. They also show how the value of
ecosystems to society can be expressed in monetary and non-monetary terms, so that the environment can be
better taken into account in decision making. The significance of the ecosystem service paradigm is that it
helps us redefine and better communicate the relationships between people and nature. It is shown how these
are essential to resolving challenges such as sustainable development and poverty reduction, and the creation
of a green economy in developing and developed world contexts.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This handbook, written by world class academic and policy experts, is long overdue, and provides a much-
needed guide to address this challenge. It is an authoritative reference text written in easy to read sections
that is essential reading for academics, decision-makers and civil society." – from the Foreword by Sir
Robert Watson, Professor of Environmental Sciences, University of East Anglia, UK

"Marion Potschin and her co-editors have succeeded to get an interesting combination of contributors to this
book, including highly distinguished scientists from various disciplines to younger scholars who are
presently carrying out seminal research in the field of ecosystem services and beyond." – Professor Eeva
Furman, SYKE, Finish Environment Institute and Coordinator of OpenNESS

"At 630 pages, it is a Handbook for people with big hands. It is a weighty tome too. This is not merely in
terms of its mass (a fraction over 1.3kg) but in the range and depth of topics pertaining to ecosystem services
that are covered, and the globally renowned authors who have contributed. Following a foreword by Bob
Watson and an opening chapter by Bob Costanza, the Handbook is broken into four major sections
addressing ecosystem services from the perspectives of: concepts and frameworks; methods and techniques
for decision support; applied contexts; and linking and informing agendas... Each of the chapters mines the
now voluminous and growing literature around its selected topic. This alone is a valuable resource for
students, scholars and those seeking to implement ecosystem services... students, researchers and those
seeking to grasp and implement the emerging, integrative concept of ecosystem services will benefit from
dipping into it as a reference book to glean current thinking, areas of debate and practical illustrations." -
Mark Everard, for the The Institution of Environmental Sciences (on-line Resources, June 2016)

"The clearly written and presented chapters make this book highly accessible to a wide range of readers from
students to specialists. I am sure this book will become a key text in this field and that I'll return to it
frequently as a point of reference for future work on ecosystem services". - Rob Brooker, in The Bulletin of
the British Ecological Society (October 2016)

About the Author

Marion Potschin is a Principal Research Fellow and Director of the Centre for Environmental Management
at the University of Nottingham, UK. 

Roy Haines-Young is Emeritus Professor at the Centre for Environmental Management, School of
Geography, University of Nottingham, UK.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Casey:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Routledge
Handbook of Ecosystem Services (Routledge Handbooks)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Mary Andrade:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Routledge Handbook of Ecosystem
Services (Routledge Handbooks), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Harrison:

Routledge Handbook of Ecosystem Services (Routledge Handbooks) can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Routledge
Handbook of Ecosystem Services (Routledge Handbooks) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Lola Behrendt:

This Routledge Handbook of Ecosystem Services (Routledge Handbooks) is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Routledge
Handbook of Ecosystem Services (Routledge Handbooks) can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that
is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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